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Committee reports and supporting papers  
for the Kew Guild AGM year 2015-16 

 

06.16 Report of the Kew Guild Consultant Secretary, Sara Arnold 

The Guild have met five times during the year and on one occasion the meeting was not quorate. 
Ratification of decisions was taken after the meeting.  
 
At the time of writing this report, the postal mailing group for the AGM contains NO members (but I am 
checking with Sylvia, Linda and Jen). This means that apart from the Journal mailing, there should be no 
further large postal costs.  

07.16 Report of the Voluntary Treasurer, Linda Baharier 

The accounts for the year ended 31.12.2015  
 
The restricted funds increased by £2,360 and the unrestricted funds increased by £5,663. The reduction in 
the increase is due 
To the fall in interest rates. 
 
Income in 2015 totalled £39,772 of which £6,809 was from subscriptions, £21,342 from our investments 
and £1,263 from donations. We are very grateful to the Philip & Granville Trust for their kind donation of 
£1,184.  
 
Awards and prizes of £8,109 were made. £6,963 was spent on producing of the Journal, which was of an 
excellent standard.  £ 1340 has been spent on this and £3,000 is allocated to complete the project on the 
date base and this has been carried forward to 2016.  
The website project has had £ 1,512 spent on it and we have taken the step to move away from SomCom in 
2016 so the website will be more up to date and in line with the needs of the Guild. 
 
Governance costs which are now called Other Expenditure and Administrative Costs were £4,308 this year, 
of which £2,500 was for secretarial costs. 
 
There were unrealised gains on the Guild’s investments of £27,650. 
 
The endowment funds are invested in the Charities Official Investment Fund Units. 
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£112,635 in the endowment funds, £79,536 in restricted funds, £353,718 in designated funds and £81,208 
in the unrestricted general fund have been carried forward to 2016. 
  
I would ask you to approve these accounts. 
  
I would also ask that you approve the appointing of an Independent Examiner or Auditor for the annual 
accounts of 2016. 
 

08.16 Report of the Honorary Membership Secretary, Sylvia Phillips 

Membership Type 2016 2015 

Standard Kew Staff 36 56 

Other 222 341 

Kew Diploma Student 24 30 

Library 1 1 

Life 5 9 

Honorary Fellows 17 16 

Members 4 7 

Associate 1 2 

Total 310 462 
 

New members 2015 – 2016 
 
Total: 26 
 
9 Diploma students 
13 from Science departments 
2 widows (Joan Woodhams [John]; Mary Curtis [Eric]; Valerie Hale [John]) 
2 others 
 
Increasingly new members do not wish their addresses to be printed in the Journal 
 
Resignations 
16 Mostly result of increased subscription 
 
Returning lapsed members 
2 (Andrew Barnes, Paul Tompsett) 
 
Expired membership 
143 Members who have not increased their subscription, including 20 staff. 
 
Deaths 
9 Including Eric Curtis (President of Guild in 1989; former curator of Glasgow BG) 

09.16 Report of the Events Officer, Pamela Holt 

Guild members will have read accounts of the lovely weekend spent at West Dean Gardens in Sussex 
following last years AGM and the wild autumn weather at Batsford Arboretum, Gloucestershire in the Kew 
Guild Journal for last year. 
 
This year an interesting February snowdrop visit was made to Welford in Berkshire where the carpet of 
plants beneath the trees caused a little girl to exclaim “Oh look at the snow!” The following day The Living 
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Rainforest near Newbury with its glasshouses of tropical plants, free ranging birds, animals and reptiles 
certainly achieved its educational objectives. 
April saw a return trip to Batsford where we were rewarded with fine weather and beautiful Magnolias 
together with many other interesting specimen trees highlighted by Head Gardener Matthew Hall. The 
previous day a guided tour of Pershore College with senior lecturer Duncan Coombes was made. The 
grounds, glasshouses and the new reception area with its plant conservatory and living plant wall were 
seen and admired. A walk down to the town and Abbey followed with an evening meal at The Pickled Plum.  
 
In May the Dorothy Clive Garden, near Market Drayton was toured with Curator Marcus Chilton-Jones on a 
glorious sunny morning. From a Rhododendron dell created from an old quarry, a tranquil pool and rock 
garden to new open areas designed to add year-round interest. The garden pavilion was booked for our 
provided light lunch. The afternoon was spent at a private plantsmans garden by kind permission of Mr.& 
Mrs. Michael Bourne at Bunbury near Tarporely. Unusual trees/shrubs, S. African bulbs, exotic conservatory 
and Protea collection were seen and afternoon tea enjoyed with our hosts.  
 
The following day two gardens were visited. First Hodnet Hall where the gardener in charge of the walled 
gardens met and greeted the group giving out plans to the wonderful 60-acre parkland, garden, lakes and 
walled kitchen garden owned by Sir Algernon Heber-Percy. Lunch was enjoyed at The Bear public house 
opposite. 
 
The afternoon was spent at Wollerton Old Hall a classic English style compartmentalised garden recalling 
the Arts and Crafts movement full of interesting perennials, clipped hedging and flowering trees. 
 
The Kew Guild Annual Dinner at Cambridge Cottage RBG Kew was blessed with warm fine weather where 
71 members and guests enjoyed a convivial evening. The George Brown Award was presented to Jennifer 
Alsop and Honary Fellowship to Ray Evison. Guest of Honour John Sales gave a lively account of his life in 
Horticulture. Despite some last minute glitches with the original caterer our President and Jennifer secured 
new caterers resulting in an excellent meal and service.  
 
A very pleasant weekend in June was arranged by John Simmons around his part of Norfolk. Blickling Hall a 
National Trust Garden was showcased by the Head Gardener Paul Underwood, an ex student of mine {this 
caused me considerable embarrassment at the time as I could not recall him. Checking with the class black 
and white photograph afterwards, I can see why -he had a beard, moustache and scowl on his face!) The 
obvious dedication and care of this marvellous estate was a joy to behold. Lunch was a sumptious affair in 
the home and grounds of Roger and Diana Polhill. Later in the day the group visited another National Trust 
property Felbrigg Hall with its well tended walled gardens of both ornamental and kitchen garden plants. 
That evening John and his family kindly hosted members at his own garden and home at Gresham on 
Saturday evening. 
 
Sunday included a visit to Severals Grange, home of Hoecroft Plants specialising in grasses and foliage 
plants. Jane one of the owners kindly took the group around the show garden and nursery with many 
buying the good value plants before heading into Dereham to lunch at The George. 
The weekend concluded with a visit to the lovely garden of Graham and Sally Watts at Dale Farm. Rescued 
from dilapidation and obscurity, the lake is the focal point of this labour of love with so many interesting 
plants that the arrival of rain did not dampen one`s pleasure. 
 
July in the Lake District was arranged by Grayham Heywood and despite indifferent weather a wonderful 
time was had by all who made the journey north.    
 
Saturday started with Larch Cottage Nurseries, 4 miles south of Penrith with its extensive range of plants, 
many rare and unusual together with a tour of the private garden and church. After lunch the 17-acre 
hillside gardens Holehird, near Windermere were visited with a guided tour by one of the Lakeland 
Horticultural Society members. The four National Collections, glasshouses, rock garden and fine collection 
of well named plants are all maintained by volunteers.  
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Sunday began with a tour of the intimate gardens at Dalemain Historic House and garden, near Ullswater 
where lunch was taken before setting off for Levens Hall, an Historic Garden grade1 near Kendal with Head 
Gardener Chris Crowder (former Kew Diploma Student) Set in 10acres of gardens designed in 1694 by 
James II gardener Guillaume Beaumont with renowned topiary in box and yew, plus magnificent double 
herbaceous borders.  
 
Glorious weather prevailed for the final weekend of the year in August when a tour was made of Trentham 
Gardens, Historic Garden Grade II, near Stoke on Trent. With its refurbished Italian Gardens and wild flower 
and perennial displays by Piet Oudolf and Tom Stuart –Smith set in a Lancelot Brown Landscape there was 
much to see and admire first with guide Danny who worked in the grounds then exploring the large estate, 
lakeside walks, shops and plant centre. 
 
Sunday morning was spent at Dove Cottage, near Ashbourne, by kind permission of Mr.& Mrs. Stephen and 
Anne Liverman. A plantsmans garden noted for hardy foliage plants and shrubs, a woodland glade, bulb 
areas and collections such as Astrantia and Allium. The afternoon was spent at Alton Towers Historic Park 
Grade I, near Uttoxeter. Created between 1814 and 1827 by the 15th Earl of Shrewsbury, our guide 
enthusiastically described the history and background to the many unusual features seen in the grounds 
from a three-storey cast iron Chinese Pagoda fountain, rock garden, domed conservatory, and a Nesfield 
terrace. Many of the gravity fed water features were switched off owing to the risk of spreading 
Phytophthora ramorum to the Rhododendrons in the garden. Funding will shortly be made available to 
restore many of these features which through changes in ownership have been sadly neglected. 
Walking back past grand cedars and formal lake the visit concluded with an excellent tea of pastries and 
fruit cake. 
 
The next year’s programme is shaping up well and final details will be announced soon. An autumn visit to 
Thorp Perrow a 100acre private arboretum near Rippon in Yorkshire is planned. February will be a day at 
Benington Lordship to see the fine snowdrop displays. April an exciting series of visits and events are 
planned on Guernsey including honorary fellow Ray Evison speaking about his work on Clematis breeding at 
a private dinner with a visit to his nursery. 
 
Exbury Gardens and Beaulieu are planned for May with a June weekend in Devon with tours of many 
interesting gardens. 
 
August will be in the Peak District where a variety of tours are being arranged. 

10.16 Report of the Editor, Sparkle Ward 

The Events of 2015 journal was published in time for the 26th May 2016 Dinner at a cost of £6,519 for 500 
journals, including the cost of printing and Editors fee. There were 30 extra pages, which included the 
Index. The cost of the previous (2014) year’s journal in comparison was £6,223. 

Thanks are given to contributors and others for their voluntary input, particularly Alex George for indexing, 
David Cutler for botanical proof-reading, Graham Burgess for obituaries, Pamela Holt for News of Kewites, 
Judy Hancock and students for Journal enveloping, and secretary Sara Arnold for a myriad of inputs. 

At the 2015 AGM members voted to continue with a printed Journal; although I had continued to 
investigate online options. At the December Committee it was discussed and agreed that although it is 
likely that the cost of inputting and editing online Journals will reduce below printing costs in future, for 
now the Guild should continue to produce printed Journals. The current cost of producing Journals is 
approximately £15-18 per Journal. 

I have sought Printer contacts from Committee members, and will submit quotes for the next 3 years' 
Journals for the Committee to consider at the October Committee meeting. 
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I invite Members to make suggestions, or contribute pictures for the Events of 2016 Journal cover, to me by 
30th December 2016. I would also invite members to send in their news of 2016, be it a new job, current 
developments in their field of expertise, career, family or something else. Photographs are also welcome. 
Please feel free to get in touch to discuss any ideas you may have. 

11.16 Report of the Award Scheme, Chris Kidd 

The KGAS met on 10th March 2016 and 14th July 2016 to consider applications for awards and the 
nomination for the Fellowship of the Kew Guild. 
Present in March were Chris Kidd, Chair and acting secretary; Jennifer Alsop, Treasurer; David Barnes, Allan 

Hart,  Joe Clement (student rep) 
Apologies in March from: Marcella Concoran (Secretary), Linda Baharier (Treasurer), Christopher 
Weddell, Gillian Leese, Susyn Andrews. (written or verbal communications from Weddell, 
Hardman and Andrews) 
 
Present in July: Chris Kidd (Chairman), Marcella Corcoran (Secretary), Allan Hart, Susyn Andrews, 
Joe Clement (student rep), Gillian Leese. 
Apologies in July: Christopher Weddell, Jennifer Alsop (Treasurer), Linda Baharier, David Barnes. 
(Written or verbal communications from Weddell, Hardman, Alsop and Barnes) 
Awards 
A total of £8916 from the five named Funds and General Funds was available at the meeting to be made as 
awards.  Over the two meetings 8 applications had been made; all but two were successful after individual 
debate.  These are listed below: 
 
March Meeting 
Joe CLEMENT  Tree shaping in USA  
Awarded £700 from Dallimore Fund 
 
Lauren GARDINER Conservation Congress, Hong Kong 
Awarded £550 from Redman Fund & £350 from General Funds 
 
Jessica LEE  Study tour/Madagascar/2-3 weeks  
Awarded £409 from Turner Fund & £291 from General Fund 
 
Of a total fund availability of £8961 for 2015, £2300 was awarded, leaving £6616 potentially for award 
applications to be considered in July 2016. 
George Brown Memorial Award 
Allan Hart nominated distinguished gardener Nicholas Boyes for the George Brown memorial award, this 
was wholeheartedly agreed by the committee. The award to be presented at the Annual Dinner 2017. 
 
JULY MEETING 
Ruth BONE Attend IUCN congress Hawaii 2 weeks 
Awarded TOTAL: £1138 from Redman Fund 
 
Misako KASAHARA Advanced tree climbing and chainsaw course 
Awarded TOTAL: £1236 from £604 Dallimore Fund and £632 from General Fund. 
 
Tom PICKERING Study tour Western Cape S Africa 2 weeks 
Awarded TOTAL: £1000 from Ian Leese Fund  
 
 
Of a total fund availability of £6616 for July 2015, £3374 was awarded, leaving £3242 Unallocated. 
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Fellowship of the Kew Guild 
Allan Hart nominated Dr Azzam Alwash for the Kew Guild Honorary Fellowship 2016. The KG awards sub-
committee in attendance agreed unanimously. Recommendation for Dr Azzam Alwash to be offered 
Honorary Fellowship to the Kew Guild in 2017 will be made to the first full committee meeting following 
the AGM. 
 

12.16 Report of the Kew Guild President, Tony Overland 

I am pleased to present my report covering the work of the committee over this last year. At our first 
committee meeting we welcomed Linda Baharier in to her role as Voluntary Treasurer, Linda has become 
an excellent member of the team and has gradually taken over from Jen Alsop, who has been the guiding 
light on the Guild’s finances and continues to be a source of advice and information. 
 
In addition to the annual activities that needed to be considered there were some matters that have been 
discussed and worked on in the recent past and have now come to fruition and require specific actions.  
 
The first of these is the change in the constitution of the Kew Guild to a Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation (CIO) It was hoped to bring this forward to this meeting with a view to implementing the 
changeover. Approval was given at last year’s AGM to the arrangements that are required, including the 
appointment of new trustees. However it has not been possible to submit the final application to the 
Charity Commissioners (CC) in time for it to be considered here. All of the new constitution is in place 
including the proposed bylaws and once this has received approval from the CC the changeover will be 
implemented during 2017. 
 
As the new charity will not be in place there will be the normal election process and as reported at the 2015 
AGM once the new charity has been approved by the CC the new Board will step forward as they will have 
been approved by the CC too, the assets will be transferred to the new charity and once complete the old 
charity will be dissolved and the existing trustees will step down. A copy of the report and 
recommendations, approved last year has been circulated with the agenda. 
 
I would like to record my thanks to Bob Iveson, Jen Alsop, Linda Baharier, David Hardman and Alan Stuttard 
for the work they have undertaken on this matter. 
 
Subscriptions 
 
The increase approved last year, as acknowledged at the time, was significant and has generated and 
continues to generate a considerable amount of work. There were many concerns expressed by members 
and in a number of cases misunderstanding about the application of our funds. Some members felt unable 
to renew their membership or failed to change their standing orders. The committee agreed to a degree of 
flexibility with regard to the cut off date for membership and indeed for the distribution of the Journal. 
 
All of this led to a considerable amount of correspondence and administration for Sylvia Philips, Linda 
Baharier and myself. My thanks to Sylvia and Linda for the excellent way in which they handled these issues 
and for the amount of time that they had to spend on the task. 
 
The Finance and Legacy subcommittee has met on a number of occasions working through the changes 
that were agreed at last years AGM so ensuring that the Guild and its charitable activities can operate on a 
firm footing and meet its obligations as required by the Charity Commissioners. 
 
The website  
 
There have been concerns for some time about the cost of the website and new arrangements organised 
by Jonathan Rickards and David Hepper have been introduced, with a view to reviewing the content, 
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reducing the annual operating costs and simplifying the way in which information can be added. It was 
decided to give one months’ notice to Somcom that we would be moving the site to a new host. However, 
Somcom informed us that three months’ notice was our contractual requirement. After taking advice, three 
months’ notice was given, which expired at the end of June and will reduce the hosting cost by quite an 
amount. The new website will be maintained using WordPress. 
 
Events 
 
We enjoyed a variety of outings commencing with Batsford Arboretum last November, somewhat curtailed 
due to high winds and rain! 
 
Early in the New Year on 6th February we went to Welford Park, Newbury to view the Snowdrops carpeting 
the woodlands alongside the River Lambourn. Followed the next day with a trip to the Living Rain Forest, an 
extensive collection of tropical plants, with birds, butterflies and lizards 
 
Saturday 2nd April brought a trip to Pershore College to see its excellent horticultural facilities. Followed 
the next day with a return trip to Batsford where this time we were able fully explore the arboretum.  
 
Cheshire and Shropshire 14th & 15th May, we visited The Dorothy Clive Garden situated in an old quarry 
this was followed by a journey to a private garden at Long Acre, in Cheshire. To Hodnet Hall the next day 
where the gardens are laid out alongside a series of large pools.  
 
Norfolk 11th & 12th June  
This event was fully booked and provided a weekend of contrasting gardens; on Saturday we had a splendid 
lunch at Roger and Diana Polhill’s home. Later in the day John Simmons took us on a tour of his gardens, 
pond and bog garden. John and Valerie opened up their home to provide a lovely buffet supper. The 
following day we toured the gardens of Hoecroft plants. Later we toured Dale Farm a large immaculate 
garden set around an impressive pool.  
 
Lake District 9th & 10th July We commenced with a visit to Larch Cottage Nurseries, Melkinthorpe. This has 
an extensive range of plants and a Japanese garden. It was followed with a visit to Holehird Gardens 
managed by the Lakeland Horticultural Society near Windermere. On Sunday a visit to Levens Hall, Historic 
Garden grade1 Original garden designed in 1694, with renowned topiary. With a very informative tour by 
Chris Crowder, Kew Guild member and Head Gardener, finally finishing at Dalemain Historic House and 
garden, near Ullswater   
Staffordshire 6th & 7th August Trentham Gardens to tour the Italian gardens and Piet Oudolf prairie style 
plantings, followed by a visit to a private garden at Dove Cottage. On Sunday we went to the extensive 
historic gardens and park at Alton Towers, which is undergoing a gradual process of restoration. 
 
The Annual Dinner 
 
We started early with the arrangements for this event and Jennifer Alsop and I were well advanced with 
the preparations and ready to confirm the details with last year’s caterers. Unfortunately, just at that point 
we were advised that they had ceased trading and had been removed from Kew’s list of approved 
suppliers. It was therefore necessary to proceed as quickly as possible to obtain an alternative company 
that could provide the right menu at the right price. This necessitated many discussion and meetings, but 
eventually we were able to agree a suitable menu and format at a reasonable cost.  
 
I felt that last years arrangement introduced by David Hardman worked very well and we proceeded on the 
same basis with this year’s dinner. In the event we had a full turnout of seventy-two people present. 
Raymond Evison was presented with his Honorary Fellowship and Jennifer Alsop received the George 
Brown Memorial Award. John Sales as guest speaker spoke about his time as the National Trust’s Chief 
Gardens Advisor, relating several humorous encounters with former garden owners. A choice of menu was 
provided and the food and service was of a good standard. The Kew Guild Journal 2015 was distributed to 
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those members at the dinner and I would like to give our thanks to Sparkle Ward for producing such an 
excellent edition.   
 
None of this would have been possible with out the help and support of Jennifer Alsop and Richard Ward 
with his attention to detail in setting out the arrangements and for undertaking the role of Master of 
Ceremonies. I would like to express my thanks to Jennifer and Richard for all the help and support they 
gave at this time. 
 
Presentation to Alan Titchmarsh We also had a special event at the Kew, Coach and Horses on 15th June to 
present the Kew Guild Medal to Alan Titchmarsh. Alan attended with his wife Alison and it proved to be a 
very relaxed and convivial afternoon with many opportunities for photographs, book signings and 
reminiscences. 
 
This years events have provided a full programme of activities for members and I would encourage people 
to take part in the visits that are arranged through out the year. There really is something for everyone, 
providing a great opportunity to meet old and new friends and enjoy a weekend discovering new places 
and sights around the areas visited. At this point I would like to thank Pamela Holt, who puts in an 
enormous amount of effort into the arrangements for each event, liaising with venues, contacting 
members and ensuring that everything runs smoothly on the day. Also, Bryan Howard for his help on the 
Shropshire visit, Graham Heywood for pulling together the Cumbria visit and John Simmons for organizing 
the Norfolk event 
 
Finally I wish to thank the trustees and committee members for all their support and help throughout the 
year and who have worked so hard in ensuring that the Guild continues to be an effective organisation for 
the benefit of members and those entrants embarking on their new careers 
 

14.16 Annual subscription rates 

Annual subscription: at the AGM last year an increase for 2017 was agreed (£1) it is proposed to defer this 
for consideration to the 2017 AGM. 

Amendment to rule 6.b. Kew Diploma Students pay a reduced annual subscription, as determined by the 
Committee, for their first three years of membership while they are Kew Diploma Students. (Presently £15) 

Proposed new wording: Kew students pay a reduced annual subscription, as determined by the committee, 
for the duration of their studentship. "Student" is defined as anyone undertaking a course of study lasting a 
minimum of one year and leading to a diploma, certificate or other qualification. 

 

 


