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KGU/1 : Internal Records of the Kew Guild 1893- 

 

Date Range: 1893- 

 

Extent: 10 series: 265 files/volumes of documents, 4 boxes of photographs, 1 photograph album, 25 objects 
and 7 boxes of index cards. 

 

Creator: The Kew Guild (1893-date) 

 

Administrative/Biographical History: 

 
The Kew Guild was founded in 1893, as an offshoot of the Kew Mutual Improvement Society (itself created 

in 1871), with an intention of uniting past and present “Kewites” by means of the publication of an annual 

journal that would convey news and facilitate communication. The Director, William Thiselton-Dyer, gave 

his blessing and a committee was formed to carry out the scheme, consisting of W.Watson, W.J. Bean, G.H. 
Krumbiegel, J. Brown, A.A. Pettigrew and J. Aikman. 

At this time, the fledgling organisation also adopted its motto, ‘Floreat Kew’, meaning ‘May Kew Flourish’. 
A badge for the Guild was first developed in the 1920s. Improvements were made to this in the 1930s but the 

design was not appropriate from a heraldic point of view and so, in the 1960s, the Guild approached the 

College of Arms and an official badge and arms were awarded. 

Initially, the Guild was intended only for gardening staff but, in 1898, this rule was expanded to include 

those “who are or who have at any time been employed as gardeners or in any position of responsibility in 

the Royal Gardens, Kew”, a qualification that allowed horticultural, scientific and administrative staff to 

become members. Among those who became life members early on were Sir Daniel Morris, Sir Joseph 
Hooker and Sir William Thiselton-Dyer. In 1937, volunteer student gardeners were also admitted to the 

Guild under the category ‘Associate-Membership’. The worldwide membership now also includes 

International Trainees, Research and Liaison Scientists, Diploma and Postgraduate Students and, at the 
discretion of the Committee, other individuals who have had an association with Kew.  

At its inception, the Guild Journal was intended to provide a vehicle for the publication of the Mutual 

Improvement Society’s Annual Prize Essay. The Journal provides an unbroken annual record of Kew and the 
Guild since 1893, and is a continuing channel of information about the Gardens as well as about the fortunes 

of current and former staff and students across the world. Its original, successful format has changed little 

over the years. 

In addition to the publication of the Journal, the Guild’s other main event is the Annual Dinner, held in May, 

the first of which took place in 1900 at the Holborn Restaurant. Initially, the Director or invited botanists 

presided over the event however, on the retirement of William Thiselton-Dyer in 1906, the President of the 
Guild took up this role. The Annual General Meeting of the Guild takes place in September at which time 

appointments to the Committee are made. This is traditionally followed by a social event. 

There have been a number of periods of concern for the Guild, for example during the financial depression of 
1931-2 (when publication of the Journal was delayed), the First World War (when the Journal was reduced 

and the Annual Dinner abandoned), and the Second World War (when the Journals for 1939 and 1940 were 

amalgamated). The most serious constitutional crisis for the Guild occurred in 1908 when a number of 
members desired to use the Guild to put pressure on the government for a rise in salaries for the gardening 

profession in general, a move that went against the fundamental principle that the Guild should not be used 

for political purposes. Eventually, this proposal was abandoned but not without the resignation of a number 

of members and the absence of a journal for 1909. 
 

The Journal for 1918 contains a Roll of Honour and a war memorial was erected by the Guild in the Temple 

of Arethusa to which names were added after WW2. It was also during the First World War that women 
gardeners became eligible for membership when they took the places of the men who had gone on active 

service. 



Throughout its history, the Kew Guild has donated prizes to be awarded to student gardeners. Initially, they 

were presented at the annual dinner but are now given on the same occasion as the Kew Diploma and other 

non-Guild awards. The Guild has also been involved in helping individuals suffering hardship and, in the 
early 1970s, a proposal was put forward which resulted in the Award Scheme which sponsors and 

administers bursaries, awards and travel fellowships that are open to all members. As a result of this, 

fundraising functions have also become a regular undertaking of the Guild. 

In 1962, the Guild applied for charitable status, a request which was granted on appeal in 1964, thus 

increasing the Guild’s income by ceasing its liability for income tax. 

The main aims of the Kew Guild in the new millennium are: 

The advancement of horticultural and botanical knowledge, particularly in connection with the work of the 

Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew and Wakehurst Place (RBG, Kew) and among members of the Guild. 

The encouragement of horticultural and botanical education at RBG, Kew by the provision of prizes and 

grants for Students and the administration of the educational funds of the Guild. 

The administration of the Awards Scheme and other charitable funds of the Guild for the objects of the 
Guild, and the assistance from such funds to members of the Guild at the discretion of the Committee. 

The publication of a Journal in furtherance of one or more of the aims of the Guild. 

 

Archival History: The papers of the Kew Guild had been stored in various locations in the Herbarium 

buildings, including the archives, as well as with individual members of the Guild. A listing project was 
completed by A.J.P. Gray in Feb 1990 and a full project to catalogue the Guild’s records was undertaken by 

Mandy Ingram between October 2005 and May 2006 at which time all relevant material was, where possible, 

located, retrieved and deposited in the RBG Kew archive who now retain ownership and ongoing 

management of the collection.  

 

Immediate Source of Acquisition: The bulk of the records held in the Kew Guild archive do not have 

recorded acquisition details but are likely to have been deposited over time by the Guild Officers. A large 
number of records were also located at Kew and incorporated into the collection in the course of the 

cataloguing project. Recorded acquisition details are: 

 
KGU/1/3/3/8 : Minutes 1976-1997 – deposited by Mike Clift, 24 Jan 2005 – accession number KG 05-0001. 

KGU/1/3/3/9 : Minute Book 1979-1987 – deposited by Mike Clift, 24 Jan 2005 – accession number KG 05-

0001.  

KGU/1/3/3/13 : Minute Book 1988-1991 – deposited by Mike Clift, 24 Jan 2005 – accession number KG 
05-0001. 

KGU/1/3/3/14 : Secretary’s papers 1989-1994 – deposited by David Hardman, Jul 2005, accession number 

QX 05-0010. 
KGU/1/3/3/16 : Minute Book 1992-1996 – deposited by Mike Clift, 24 Jan 2005 – accession number KG 

05-0001. 

KGU/1/3/3/18 : Secretary’s papers 1996-1997 – deposited by David Hardman, Jul 2005, accession number 

QX 05-0010. 
KGU/1/3/3/19 : Secretary’s papers 1997-1998 – deposited by Mike Clift, 24 Jan 2005 – accession number 

KG 05-0001. 

KGU/1/3/3/20 : Secretary’s papers 1998-1999 – deposited by Mike Clift, 24 Jan 2005 – accession number 
KG 05-0001. 

KGU/1/3/3/21 : Secretary’s papers 1999-2000 – deposited by Mike Clift, 24 Jan 2005 – accession number 

KG 05-0001. 
KGU/1/3/3/22 : Secretary’s papers 2000-2001 – deposited by Mike Clift, 24 Jan 2005 – accession number 

KG 05-0001. 

KGU/1/3/3/23 : Secretary’s papers 2001-2002 – deposited by Mike Clift, 24 Jan 2005 – accession number 

KG 05-0001. 
KGU/1/6/4/4 : ‘News of Kewites’ papers 1987-1990 – deposited by Syliva Fitzgerald, 12 May 1997, 

accession number KG 97-0003. 

KGU/1/6/4/6 : ‘News of Kewites’ papers 1995 – deposited by John Woodhams, 28 Oct 1996, accession 
number KG 96-0003. 



KGU/1/6/4/7 : ‘News of Kewites’ papers 1995-1996 – deposited by Sylvia Fitzgerald, 9 Jul 1997, accession 

number KG 97-0004. 

KGU/1/6/4/8 : Editor’s Papers 1995-1996 – deposited by Graham Burgess, 16 Oct 1996, accession number 
KG 96-0001. 

KGU/1/6/4/9 : Editor’s Papers 1995-1999 – deposited by Stewart Henchie, Aug 2005, accession number QX 

05-0013. 
KGU/1/6/4/10 : Editor’s Papers 1997-1998 – deposited by John Woodhams, 7 July 1998, accession number 

KG 98-0001. 

KGU/1/6/4/11-KGU/1/6/4/18 Editor’s Papers 1998-2005 – deposited by Stewart Henchie, Aug 2005, 

accession number QX 05-0013. 
KGU/1/7/49 : Kew Running Club c.1951-1952 – deposited by Graham Burgess, 18 Jan 1994, accession 

number KG 97-0002. 

KGU/1/8/19-KGU/1/8/23 Award Scheme Papers 1992-1997 – deposited by Nigel Hepper, 10 Feb 1999, 
accession number KG 99-0001. 

KGU/1/9/1/91-92 : Photographs deposited by Henry Boddington, 15 Feb 2006, accession number KG 06-

0003. 

KGU/1/9/1/95-97 : Photographs deposited by Graham Burgess, 28 Oct 1996, accession number KG 96-
0002. 

KGU/1/9/2/160-161 : Photographs deposited by Richard Ward, 13 May 1995, accession number KG 96-

0004. 
KGU/1/9/3/141-145 : Photographs deposited by Richard Ward, 13 May 1995, accession number KG 96-

0004. 

KGU/1/9/3/146-149 : Photographs deposited by Cyril Mitchelmore, 28 Oct 1999, accession number KG 99-
0002. 

KGU/1/9/3/163-164 : Photographs deposited by Graham Burgess, 28 Oct 1996, accession number KG 96-

0002. 

KGU/1/9/3/197-199 : 3 Photographs deposited by Tony Schilling, 16 Feb 2006, accession number KG 06-
0002. 

KGU/1/10/1/3 : Index Cards c.late 1970s-early 1990s – deposited by Graham Burgess, on 18 Jan 1994, 

accession number KG 97-0001. 
KGU/1/10/10 : John Woodham’s Papers c.1986-2004 – deposited by John Woodhams, on 10 Feb 2006, 

accession number PrP 06-0003. 

KGU/1/10/13 : One Kew Guild Badge – deposited by Henry Boddington, 15 Feb 2006, accession number 
KG 06-0003. 

KGU/1/10/14 : Kew Guild Woollen Scarf – deposited by Granville Turley, 21 Feb 2006, accession number 

KG 06-0004. 

KGU/1/10/15 : Kew Guild Tie – deposited by Eric Curtis, 16 Feb 2006, accession number KG 06-0001. 
KGU/1/10/16 : Kew Guild Silk Scarf – deposited by Eric Curtis, 16 Feb 2006, accession number KG 06-

0001. 

KGU/1/10/18 : Two armorial wall plaques – deposited by Granville Turley, 21 Feb 2006, accession number 
KG 06-0004. 

 

Scope/Content:  
  
The collection comprises ten series. The first series (KGU/1/1) contains papers relating to the Presidential 

offices (President Elect, President and Immediate Past President) from 1985 as well as a file containing the 

Annual Report and Accounts from 1996. The second series (KGU/1/2) contains papers from 1988 – 1993 
relating to the Guild Centenary celebrations in 1993. The third series (KGU/1/3) relates to the records of the 

Secretary from 1911 including minutes, correspondence and papers relating to a variety of Guild projects and 

issues. The fourth series (KGU/1/4) contains the Treasurer’s papers from the inception of the Guild in 1893 
including accounts and details of individual funds and bequests. The fifth series (KGU/1/5) is comprised of 

the Membership Secretary’s papers from the late 19th century and contains membership books, subscription 

information and correspondence including some biographical information. The Journal Editor’s papers from 

1964 make up the sixth series (KGU/1/6) and these are primarily comprised of the ‘News of Kewites’ 
information and correspondence that is published in the Journal. The seventh series (KGU/1/7) contains the 

Events Officer’s papers from 1900 which include primarily details of the annual dinners and A.G.M. events. 

The eighth series (KGU/1/8) relates to the Kew Guild Award Scheme and contains papers from its inception 



in 1973 covering its administration, student applications and fundraising. Series nine (KGU/1/9) is the Kew 

Guild’s photographic collection, dating from the late 19th century and containing group and individual 

portraits as well as more informal pictures. The final series (KGU/1/10) contains a variety of papers dating 
from 1893 and artefacts relating to the Kew Guild in general rather than a specific committee post. 

 

Accruals: A single bulk addition to series KGU/1/1, KGU/1/3 and KGU/1/5 – KGU/1/8 should be made on 
an annual basis by the Kew Guild’s Archives Officer after he/she receives papers from the other committee 

members at their January meeting. Deposit of the Treasurer’s papers (KGU/1/4) is expected after the May 

meeting. Ad-hoc deposits may also be made, more particularly to the photographic and miscellaneous 

collections (KGU/1/9 and KGU/1/10). 

 

System of Arrangement: The basic arrangement of the documentary records is chronological within series 

based upon individual committee positions plus separate series for the centenary records, photographic 
collection and miscellaneous items. A second fonds has been utilised for external records deposited with the 

Guild. Papers have been generally retained in the structure that they held when they were deposited and this 

can result in some chronological overlaps between groups of papers. Some of the Secretary’s papers had 

been previously sorted and this has been reflected in the arrangement of that series. A small number of 
records (some of these pre-sorted) have been transferred from the Secretary’s series to other, more 

appropriate series. Large groups of duplicate papers have been disposed of but there may be some duplicates 

remaining within the collection, especially of minutes. Improved records management practice introduced in 
2006 should reduce duplication of records after this date. The photographic collection has been catalogued in 

three discrete sub-series in order to group together official group pictures, individual portraits and more 

informal shots. This has negated the original index detailed in KGU/1/9/6 but the original reference numbers 
from this index have been detailed in the database for cross reference. 

 

Access & Reproduction Conditions: This collection is subject to RBG Kew’s standard access and 

reproduction conditions. Access is unrestricted and by appointment but will be subject to the conditions of 
the Data Protection Act. Reproduction information is available on request. 

 

Location: Store 3. 

 

Surrogates: Photographs KGU/1/2/178 – 331 have been scanned and are available on CD. Reproductions of 

these are also available in the Kew Guild Photo Album KGU/1/9/5.  

 

Archivist’s Note: Catalogue prepared by Mandy Ingram, April 2006. Based on ISAD(G) standards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Series KGU/1/1 : President’s Papers c.1921- 

 

The Kew Guild’s presidential roles involve an individual taking the consecutive offices of President Elect, 
President and Immediate Past President, each of which is a one year appointment. The Presidential roles are 

concerned with the overall guidance and management of the work of the Guild, its promotion and influence 

and the exploitation of new opportunities. This series contains an ongoing collection of the Annual Report 
and Accounts together with papers of individual presidents. 2006 guidelines should ensure that subsequent 

outgoing Past Presidents deposit their three year collection of papers as a single, tripartite related file.  

 



KGU/1/1/1 : Annual Report and Accounts 1996-2004 

 

This folder contains copies of the Kew Guild Annual Report and Accounts. This is updated each year with 
the latest report. (Location 29/4/5). 

 

KGU/1/1/2 : Annual Report and Accounts 1921 

 

This folder contains an annotated copy of the published annual report and accounts for the year 1920/21. 

(Location 29/4 29/4/5). 
 

KGU/1/1/3 : President’s Papers 1985-1989 

 

This folder contains the correspondence of Noel Lothian, President 1987/1988, primarily with the Secretary, 
Winifred Worth. It includes personal notes and comments on administrative matters. 

 

KGU/1/1/4 : President’s Papers 1986-1992 

 
This folder contains three items of correspondence deposited by Nigel Hepper, President 1991-1992. 

(Location 29/4/5). 
 

KGU/1/1/5 : President’s Papers c.2001-2003 

 

This folder contains the papers of Allan Hart, President 2002/2003. These are primarily correspondence and 
notes on various issues but also include: The outgoing President’s Report; risk assessment papers; lists of 

committee members; accounts; notes on events; papers on the website project; a biography of Allan Hart; a 

discussion document on the promotion of Kew Guild membership; a proposal document on the taking of 

minutes at meetings. 
 

 

 
 

KGU/1/1/6 : Presidential and Guild Certificates c.2005 

 
This folder contains blank certificates relating to membership of the Guild and the election to office. It also 

contains some associated correspondence signed by the President (Colin Hindmarch) and the Secretary (Tom 

Riseley).  

 
 

KGU/1/1/7 : President’s Papers c.2003-2008 

 
*-This folder contains the papers of Rebecca Bowers, President 2007-2008. Includes Kew Guild Plots 

Tender Reports from Fanshaw and other papers relating to the students’ vegetable plots; also comprises 

letters from Steve Hopper, Kew Director, concerning the Kew Guild Tour of Australia 2007-2008. 

 
 

Series KGU/1/2 : Kew Guild Centenary c.1988-1993 

 

This series contains papers and photographs relating to the celebration of the Kew Guild’s Centenary in 
1993.  

 

KGU/1/2/1 : Centenary Scrap Book c.1992-1993 

 
This archival box contains a photographic record of Centenary events together with master copies of 

centenary related papers including correspondence, publicity, events, the Kew Guild Room and the launch of 

the publication ‘A Century of Kew Plantsmen’. Photographs include the centenary dinner at the Natural 
History Museum, the bulb planting on Kew Green and the clog and apron race with Alan Titchmarsh. 

 



KGU/1/2/2 : Centenary Brochure c.1992 

 

There are two copies of the centenary brochure which gives a background to the Guild and details of the 
planned centenary celebrations.  

 

KGU/1/2/3 : Centenary Sub-Committee Papers c.1988-1993 

 

These papers are primarily minutes of the sub-committee meetings but also include an article on the Kew 

Guild Centenary in Winchester and some notes and correspondence on plans for the centenary celebrations 

including the dinner.  
 

KGU/1/2/4 : Centenary Lectures 1993 

 
This folder contains the calendar of centenary lectures together with a small amount of related 

correspondence.  

 

 

 
 

KGU/1/2/5 : Centenary A.G.M. Day 1993 

 
This folder primarily contains applications for attendance at the A.G.M. Day events including a small 

amount of related correspondence. 

 

KGU/1/2/6 : Guild Room Inauguration 1993 

 

This file contains invitations and correspondence relating to the inauguration of the Kew Guild Room in 

Hunter House on 29 May 1993.  
 

KGU/1/2/7 : ‘A Century of Kew Plantsmen’ Publication Papers c.1992-1993 

 
This folder contains papers relating to the publication and launch of the book ‘A Century of Kew 

Plantsmen’, written by Ray Desmond and F. Nigel Hepper, to mark the centenary of the Kew Guild. The 

papers are primarily comprised of invitations and replies to the book launch event and applications for copies 

of the book by members under the pre-publication offer.  
 

 

Series KGU/1/3 : Secretary’s Papers c.1911- 

 
The Secretary of the Kew Guild is a three year appointment providing administrative and procedural support 

for the President and other officers of the Committee. Papers in this series include minutes of committee and 
sub-committee meetings and A.G.M.s together with correspondence and documentation on a variety of 

subjects including the Grant of Arms, the Guild’s charity status, the nomination of officers to the committee, 

rules, expenses and events. 
Two sets of papers had been previously arranged and this structure has been retained in sub-series KG/1/3/1 

and KG/1/3/2. These relate to one set of papers sorted by individual subject (files now in chronological order 

and with original reference numbers included for reference) and one set of general correspondence sorted 
chronologically. The third sub-series contains the remaining papers and is ongoing. A number of papers have 

been removed from this collection and included in the papers of other, more relevant, Kew Guild officers 

(see KGU/1/5/4 – 5, KGU/1/6/1, KGU/1/7/39 – 41, KGU/1/8/1).  

 

KGU/1/3/1 : Secretary’s Papers Previously Sorted by Subject c.1930-1986 

 
This sub-series contains Secretary’s papers that have been previously sorted by subject area. The descriptions 

include a note in brackets of the original reference number allocated to the individual file.  

 



 

 

 



KGU/1/3/1/1 : Various Papers c.1930-1975 

 

This folder contains Secretary’s papers that have been previously sorted (No.1). It includes notifications of 
meetings and the annual dinner, fundraising appeals, correspondence regarding Prize Day 1967, newsletter 

1970, flyer for ‘The Queen’s Garden’ supplement 1970, subscription rise notification 1973, blank application 

and covenant forms, compliment slips and headed paper.  

 

KGU/1/3/1/2 : Regional Secretaries c.1954-1963 
 

This folder contains Secretary’s papers that have been previously sorted (No.14). The folder contains 
minutes of a sub-committee dated 26 May 1954 that was set up to consider the issue of establishing Regional 

Secretaries. A note at the foot of the minutes states that it was distributed in Jan 1963. There is also an 

undated note concerning a letter from G. Johnson offering to be a correspondent in the South West (the letter 
itself is not present).  

 

KGU/1/3/1/3 : Trustees c.1960-1961 
 
This folder contains Secretary’s papers that have been previously sorted (No.3). These are comprised of 

correspondence concerning the replacement of William Campbell with Lew Stenning as Trustee together 

with annotated related extracts from the minutes of the committee meeting of 25 Oct 1960.  

 

 

KGU/1/3/1/4 : Student Gardeners c.1960-1965 
 

This folder contains Secretary’s papers that have been previously sorted (No.2). These include suggestions 

for prizes, paperwork regarding the ‘Grower Prize’ which became the ‘Conrad George Johnson Memorial 

Prize’, a training scheme prospectus, correspondence and other information concerning student gardeners.  
 

KGU/1/3/1/5 : Grant of Arms c.1961-1963 
 
This folder contains Secretary’s papers that have been previously sorted (No.10). The papers relate to the 

application that was made by the Kew Guild to the College of Heralds for a Grant of Arms to replace the 

unofficial badge that had previously been used and which had proved to be inappropriate from a heraldic 
point of view. The application was approved by the Garter King of Arms in 1962. The papers include some 

rough sketches but are primarily correspondence with the College regarding possible designs and the 

subsequent re-production onto printer’s blocks.  

 

 

KGU/1/3/1/6 : Christmas Cards c.1961-1965 
 
This folder contains Secretary’s papers that have been previously sorted (No.13). These papers contain costs 

for producing and selling Christmas cards and a stock list dated 21 Aug 1961.  

 

KGU/1/3/1/7 : Records Section c.1961-1966 
 

This folder contains Secretary’s papers that have been previously sorted (No.6). 

There are reports of the ‘Records Section’ for 1961 and 1962 detailing stocks of journals and the 
photographic collection. There is also a letter to E. Feltham dated 30 July 1966 thanking him for sending in a 

photograph of and notes on Mr. E. Dodd.  

 

KGU/1/3/1/8 : Nomination of Officers c.1961-1967 
 

This folder contains Secretary’s papers that have been previously sorted (No.7). These papers are comprised 

of correspondence relating to the nomination of individuals to various committee positions, including the 
responses of the nominees.  

 

KGU/1/3/1/9 : Proudlock Tennis Cups 1962-1964 



 

This folder contains Secretary’s papers that have been previously sorted (No.12). The papers are 

correspondence regarding the eligibility of individuals to compete for the Proudlock Tennis Cups.  
 

KGU/1/3/1/10 : Organisational Papers c.1962-1964 
 
This folder contains Secretary’s papers that have been previously sorted (No.20). These papers are 

comprised of organisational and administrative notes, rules and correspondence regarding the management 

of the Guild.  

 
 

KGU/1/3/1/11 : Charity Status c.1962-1964 
 
This folder contains Secretary’s papers that have been previously sorted (No.11). These papers include 

correspondence relating to the application made by the Guild to attain charitable status and the related re-

workings of the Guild rules and constitution. The application was rejected in November 1963 by the Minister 

of Education under advice from the Charity Commission but, after further appeal and amendment, the Guild 
was registered as a charity in October 1964. It also includes the solicitor’s invoice for their representation 

and a set of Guild accounts for 1963.  

 
 

KGU/1/3/1/12 : Journal Papers c.1962-1967 
 
This folder contains Secretary’s papers that have been previously sorted (No.4). The papers include notes on 

the layout of the Journal, a stock list c.1964, notes on the distribution of Journals to various institutions and 

individuals and on the disposal of excess stock.  

 

 

 
 

KGU/1/3/1/13 : RBG Kew and Guild History c.1963-1965 
 

This folder contains Secretary’s papers that have been previously sorted (No.16). These are notes on the 

history of Kew Gardens and of the Kew Guild including background to the gardeners themselves and their 

study taken from John Smith’s history of the gardens.  
 

KGU/1/3/1/14 : Prizes and Cups c.1963-1967 
 
This folder contains Secretary’s papers that have been previously sorted (No.17). These include rules and 

correspondence relating to the Mutual Improvement Society and to a number of prizes. It also includes an 

undated list of prize fund donations and some observations by L. Pemberton, dated 31 Aug 1966, on 
Presentation Day. There is also a flyer for an exhibition of photographs relating to horticulture in schools 

dated 1966.  

 

KGU/1/3/1/15 : Memorials in St. Anne’s Churchyard c.1963-1971 
 

This folder contains Secretary’s papers that have been previously sorted (No.15). This includes lists of the 

memorials to Kewites that are in the churchyard of St. Anne’s Church, Kew Green, copies of some of the 
inscriptions and some correspondence on the maintenance of the graves. It also includes correspondence 

regarding a proposed memorial to John Smith which was found not to be possible as the Church Council had 

previously passed a resolution that no more memorials were to be erected. There is also a plan for the 

memorial tablet to Smith supplied by the contractors together with a wooden block showing the lettering 
sample. In addition, there is a seemingly unrelated note, c.1971, on a number of worldwide botanical 

gardens.  

 

KGU/1/3/1/16 : Financial Papers c.1965-1966 
 



This folder contains Secretary’s papers that have been previously sorted (No.19). It includes Guild accounts 

at 31 Dec 1966, notes on finance for the purchase of badges and notes and correspondence regarding 

investments.  
 

 

 

KGU/1/3/1/17 : A.G.M. Papers c.1965-1966 
 

This folder contains Secretary’s papers that have been previously sorted (No.18). This includes draft minutes 

and report for the A.G.M. of 1965 and draft and typed minutes and a typed report for the A.G.M. of 1966. In 
addition there is a printed notification for the A.G.M.s and Teas for 1963-1965. There is also some 

correspondence including apologies for absence, discussion regarding the prizegiving ceremony and 

nominations to committee positions.  

 

 

 

 

 

KGU/1/3/1/18 : Students’ Accommodation c.1971-1976 
 
This folder contains Secretary’s papers that have been previously sorted (No.23). These papers, primarily 

correspondence, relate to the provision of accommodation for students. Initially, the idea was proposed that 

the Guild form a Housing Association in order to sponsor residences but this had implications with regard to 
the Guild’s charitable status and so was not implemented. The correspondence also concerns the conversions 

of Gumley Cottage and Hanover House as well as including minutes of related meetings and three booklets 

relating to Housing Associations and Societies.  

 
 

KGU/1/3/1/19 : Committee Officers c.1975-1976 
 
This folder contains Secretary’s papers that have been previously sorted (No.26). These papers contain lists 

of past committee members, suggestions for nominations and correspondence with nominees.  

 

KGU/1/3/1/20 : Journal Publication c.1975-1977 
 

This folder contains Secretary’s papers that have been previously sorted (No.28). These papers include 

correspondence regarding the publication of the journal of 1975 including some letters from members. It also 
includes a draft article by R.E. Holttum on John Smith’s Historia Filicum and a flyer for Noel Prockter’s 

book Simple Propagation with a request from the publisher that it might be sent out with the Journal.  

 

KGU/1/3/1/21 : A.G.M. Papers c.1975-1977 
 

This folder contains Secretary’s papers that have been previously sorted (No.27). These papers include 

correspondence, minutes relating to the A.G.M.s of 1975 and 1977 and accounts for 1975 and 1976.  

 

 

 

KGU/1/3/1/22 : Rule Changes c.1986 
 

This folder contains Secretary’s papers that have been previously sorted (No.29). These papers include 
correspondence, notes and annotated drafts relating to the re-working of the Guild rules.  

 

KGU/1/3/2 : Secretary’s Papers Previously Sorted by Date c.1965-1989 

 

This sub-series contains general administrative correspondence that has been previously sorted 

chronologically.  
 



 

 

 

KGU/1/3/2/1 : General Correspondence 1965 
 

This folder contains Secretary’s correspondence that has been previously sorted. This correspondence relates 
to apologies for meetings.  

 

 

KGU/1/3/2/2 : Meeting Attendee Lists c.1965-1988 

 

This folder contains Secretary’s correspondence that has been previously sorted. These papers contain lists of 

signatures of attendees at committee meetings and A.G.M.s.  

 

KGU/1/3/2/3 : General Correspondence 1966 
 

This folder contains Secretary’s correspondence that has been previously sorted.  
 

KGU/1/3/2/4 : General Correspondence 1967 
 
This folder contains Secretary’s correspondence that has been previously sorted.  

 

KGU/1/3/2/5 : General Correspondence 1970 
 

This folder contains Secretary’s correspondence that has been previously sorted including a report by a 

working party on opportunities for studies abroad.  

 



KGU/1/3/2/6 : General Correspondence 1971 
 

This folder contains Secretary’s correspondence that has been previously sorted including a report from the 
Royal Gardeners’ Orphan Fund to which the Guild made donations.  

 

KGU/1/3/2/7 : General Correspondence 1972 
 

This folder contains Secretary’s correspondence that has been previously sorted.  

 

KGU/1/3/2/8 : General Correspondence 1972-1974 
 

This folder contains Secretary’s correspondence that has been previously sorted. This correspondence 

primarily concerns the disposal of a number of posters relating to the Wembley Exhibition of 1925 which 
were donated to the Guild by Herman Spooner. 

 

KGU/1/3/2/9 : General Correspondence 1973 
 
This folder contains Secretary’s correspondence that has been previously sorted.  

 

KGU/1/3/2/10 : General Correspondence 1975 
 

This folder contains Secretary’s correspondence that has been previously sorted.  

 

KGU/1/3/2/11 : General Correspondence 1976 
 

This folder contains Secretary’s correspondence that has been previously sorted. This includes papers 

relating to the renovation of John Smith’s tomb in St. Anne’s Church.  

 

KGU/1/3/2/12 : General Correspondence 1977 
 
This folder contains Secretary’s correspondence that has been previously sorted.  

 

KGU/1/3/2/13 : General Correspondence 1978 
 

This folder contains Secretary’s correspondence that has been previously sorted. This includes 

correspondence regarding the deposit of W.H. Barker’s notebooks with the Guild (See also KGU/2/1).  

 



KGU/1/3/2/14 : General Correspondence 1979 
 

This folder contains Secretary’s correspondence that has been previously sorted.  
 

 

KGU/1/3/2/15 : General Correspondence 1980 
 

This folder contains Secretary’s correspondence that has been previously sorted. This includes 

correspondence with Toye, Kenning & Spencer regarding the manufacture of the Guild’s enamel badge.  

 

KGU/1/3/2/16 : General Correspondence 1981 
 

This folder contains Secretary’s correspondence that has been previously sorted. This includes 
correspondence and a catalogue from Toye, Kenning & Spencer regarding Guild emblems, correspondence 

regarding the George Brown memorial and an account of the retirement of J.P.M. Brenan as Director 

including a copy of his speech.  

 

KGU/1/3/2/17 : General Correspondence 1982 
 

This folder contains Secretary’s correspondence that has been previously sorted. This includes further 
correspondence on the creation of the George Brown lectern.  

 

KGU/1/3/2/18 : General Correspondence 1984 
 

This folder contains Secretary’s correspondence that has been previously sorted.  

 

KGU/1/3/2/19 : General Correspondence 1986 
 

This folder contains Secretary’s correspondence that has been previously sorted.  

 

KGU/1/3/2/20 : General Correspondence 1987 
 

This folder contains Secretary’s correspondence that has been previously sorted.  
 

 



KGU/1/3/2/21 : General Correspondence 1988 
 

This folder contains Secretary’s correspondence that has been previously sorted including notes on the 
George Brown Memorial Award.  

 

KGU/1/3/2/22 : General Correspondence 1989 
 

This folder contains Secretary’s correspondence that has been previously sorted. This contains a preservation 

report on the Grant of Arms manuscript.  

 

KGU/1/3/3 : Secretary’s Papers 1911- 2002 

 
This ongoing sub-series contains files of Secretary’s papers that have not previously been sorted.  

 

KGU/1/3/3/1 : Minute Book 1911-1943 

 
This bound volume contains manuscript attendance lists and minutes of Kew Guild committee meetings for 

the period 1911-1923. It also contains a printed copy of the rules that were revised following the A.G.M. of 

28 May 1912. In addition, there is a loose note from E.G. Dunk to Mr. Cotton dated 17 Feb 1943 concerning 
the discovery of the minute book and its retention.  

 

KGU/1/3/3/2 : Minute Book 1923-1951 

 
This bound volume contains manuscript and typed minutes of Kew Guild committee meetings and A.G.M.s 

together with a small amount of inserted correspondence. The minutes of 13 April 1934 also include a 

photograph of the William Taylor memorial.  
 

KGU/1/3/3/3 : Minute Book 1951-1969 
 
This bound volume contains typed minutes of Kew Guild committee meetings and A.G.M.s.  

 

KGU/1/3/3/4 : Secretary’s Papers 1960-1988 
 
This set of papers has been formed from two groups of documents which were merged in order to reduce the 

considerable amount of duplication of minutes. It is primarily comprised of minutes and agendas of 

committee meetings but also variously includes some of the following: annual reports for 1959-1960; 
membership sub-committee minutes 5 July 1961; dinner sub-committee minutes 9 Jan 1963; list of officers 

1960-1967; award scheme sub-committee minutes 8 Nov 1976; indexing committee discussion outline 15 Jul 

1980; draft notes; notification of A.G.M.s; annual accounts as at 31 Dec 1975-1978; lists of committee 
members; rules; various other administrative papers & correspondence. Paperwork in addition to the minutes 

is more prevalent from 1984 onwards. 

This set of minutes represents quite good coverage but is not entirely complete. It covers meetings from 25 

Oct 1960 to 22 Mar 1988 but has some gaps, particularly during 1969-1974.  

 

KGU/1/3/3/5 : George Pring Fountain, Missouri 1965-1969 
 
This folder contains correspondence and information sent by the Missouri Botanical Garden to the Guild 

Secretary regarding their plan to create a memorial fountain to ex-Kewite George Pring.  

 

KGU/1/3/3/6 : Minute Book 1969-1979 
 

This bound volume contains typed minutes of committee and sub-committee meetings and A.G.M.s together 

with a number of other papers including: notifications of meetings; agendas; lists of prizes; fundraising 
documents; attendees’ signatures and newsletters. At folio 19 there is also a loose letter and envelope, dated 

28 May 1970, from the Queen’s Private Secretary, thanking the Guild for the copy of the ‘Queen’s Garden’ 

booklet.  
 



KGU/1/3/3/7 : Assistant Secretary’s Papers c.1968-1980s 
 

This folder contains three sets of papers collated by Martin Sands.  
 

The first is a set of manuscript and typed minutes and notes primarily relating to Annual General Meetings 

1976-1984. It also includes biographical articles on S.W. Rawlings, J.P.M. Brenan and E.A. Bell, lists of 
committee members for 1979-1982 and a ‘News of Kewites’ article c.1981. The second is a manuscript set 

of minutes and notes for occasional committee meetings 1971-1982 and the A.G.M. of 1976. The third set is 

comprised of manuscript notes from meetings c.1968-1980s. These are very rough notes and the individual 

dates are often unclear though they could possibly be calculated from the content and by comparison with the 
final printed minutes.  

 

KGU/1/3/3/8 : Minutes 1976-1997 
 

This is an almost complete set of minutes collected by Richard Ward which, though duplicating some filed 

elsewhere, have been retained as many of them have been quite heavily annotated and, as such, may contain 

additional information. (Accession number KG 05-0001).  

 

KGU/1/3/3/9 : Minute Book 1979-1988 
 
This bound volume contains typed minutes of committee and sub-committee meetings together with a 

number of other papers including: notifications of A.G.M.s; agendas; annual dinner menu cards; rules; 

attendees’ signatures. (Accession number KG 05-0001).  

 

 

 

KGU/1/3/3/10 : Secretary’s Papers c.1969-1980s 
 

This folder contains papers collated by Margaret Stant. These are primarily correspondence for 1982, 1983 

and 1984 together with  some biographical information and ‘News of Kewites’ c.1977-1984. In addition, 
there are various other papers including a list of deaths 1970s-1980s, A.G.M. minutes 1982-83, ‘News of 

Kewites 1983’, biographical articles on Arthur Woodward and Cyril Mitchelmore and other administrative 

documents. There are also photographs of The George Brown lectern, bulb planting for the Evening Standard 
c.1987 and a negative of the Guild arms and heading from the front of the 1968 Journal.  

 

KGU/1/3/3/11 : Secretary’s Papers c.1982-1988 
 
This folder contains a wide ranging set of administrative papers and correspondence that includes some 

committee meeting minutes.  

 

KGU/1/3/3/12 : Secretary’s Papers c.1977-1994 
 

These papers relate primarily to Winifred Worth’s term of office as Secretary (1984-1989) and were 

arranged by subject. Categories relate to: Centenary sub-committee papers including a Christmas card from 
Princess Alexandra 1987-1992; Award Scheme including correspondence on the Tom Arnold Bursary 

c.1985-1989; accounts including Secretary’s expenses 1986-1992 and a subscription notice for 1977; 

correspondence regarding resignations and refusals of office 1987, the Wakehurst booklet 1987 and the 
computer sub-committee 1985-1987; master copies of various forms, reports, committee lists, rules, 

notifications of events and other papers 1985-1988. There is also a background to the George Brown 

Memorial Award with the 1988 papers; .correspondence for 1985-1986, primarily regarding membership and 
committee positions plus some administrative papers; correspondence for 1987, primarily regarding 

membership and committee positions plus some administrative papers; correspondence for 1988, primarily 

regarding membership and committee positions; papers and correspondence regarding the awarding of the 

Kew Diploma to holders of the Kew Certificate 1986-1987. It also includes correspondence concerning Leo 
Pemberton’s retirement party 1987-1988; correspondence with corporate and copyright libraries c.1985-

1989; membership notes including a computer listing and correspondence c.1982-1991; ‘miscellaneous’ 

papers including correspondence and blank forms c.1986-1994. Subjects covered include the Oxford 



excursion 1987, ties and badges and donations; obituaries including correspondence c.1977-1989; 

correspondence & notes concerning the printing of the Journal 1984-1988; correspondence regarding 

nominations to office 1986-1989; student prizegiving including bookplate sample c.1986-1989; Trustees 
1986-1988. 

There are also a number of later papers: The Aiton Tomb 1994 (includes photo); damage to Centenary 

daffodil plantings, Kew Green 1994; mailings and correspondence relating to the Kew Guardian 1993-1994.  
 

KGU/1/3/3/13 : Minute Book 1988-1991 
 

This bound volume contains typed minutes of committee meetings together with a number of other papers 
including: notifications of A.G.M.s; agendas; some administrative papers; annual dinner menu cards; 

attendees’ signatures. (Accession number KG 05-0001).  

 

KGU/1/3/3/14 : Secretary’s Papers c.1989-1991 
 

This folder contains a wide ranging set of administrative papers including correspondence with members and 

some ‘News of Kewites’; general administrative correspondence and notes; papers regarding nominations for 
office; meeting minutes and other related papers; some copies of accounts, notices of events etc.; a set of 

notes on the duties of the secretary; staff lists, student mailing lists and committee lists; a comprehensive 

biographical letter from Geoffrey Wilyman concerning his life in horticulture including some photos, 
particularly of Malta. (Accession number QX 05-0010).  

 

KGU/1/3/3/15 : Secretary’s Papers c.1989-1994 
 

This folder contains a variety of papers including: some minutes and agendas for committee meetings; 

correspondence including ‘News of Kewites’, nominations for office and apologies for meetings; a list of 

committee members 1990-1991; notes on accounts c.1990; collections of notes on the possibilities for the 
centenary dinner and centenary publications of an anthology and a publication on economic crops; minutes 

and proposals of the Promotion and Publicity Sub-committee 6 Dec 1993.  



 

KGU/1/3/3/16 : Minutes c.1992-1996 
 
This folder contains a complete and un-annotated set of committee minutes for 1992-1996 including 

agendas, signatures of attendees, accounts, A.G.M. minutes for 1992 and 1995 and annual report & accounts 

for 1996. (Accession number KG 05-0001).  

 

KGU/1/3/3/17 : Secretary’s Papers 1993-1995 
 

This folder contains a small amount of correspondence from 1993, an annual dinner card and postcard from 
May 1995 and an A.G.M. Day timetable for Sep 1995.  

 

 

KGU/1/3/3/18 : Secretary’s Papers c.1996-1997 
 

This folder contains a variety of papers including: committee lists; draft and typed minutes; agendas; 

correspondence regarding administration, membership and some ‘News of Kewites’; nominations for office; 
papers regarding the publication of the Journal; deaths; the A.G.M. day. (Accession number QX 05-0010).  

 

KGU/1/3/3/19 : Secretary’s Papers c.1997-1998 
 

This folder contains a variety of papers including: committee lists; minutes and agendas; rules; 

correspondence regarding administration, membership and some ‘News of Kewites’; nominations for office; 
papers regarding the publication of the Journal; deaths; the annual dinner; the A.G.M. day. (Accession 

number KG 05-0001).  

 

KGU/1/3/3/20 : Secretary’s Papers c.1998-1999 
 

This folder contains a variety of papers including: committee lists; guidance notes;  minutes, attendees 

signatures and agendas; correspondence regarding administration and membership; nominations for office; 
some press cuttings; deaths; the annual dinner and summer visit; the A.G.M. day. (Accession number KG 

05-0001).  

 

KGU/1/3/3/21 : Secretary’s Papers c.1999-2000 
 

This folder contains a variety of papers including: committee lists; minutes, attendees signatures and 

agendas; correspondence regarding administration and membership; nominations for office and the George 
Brown Memorial Award; deaths; the visit to Oxford Botanic Garden and Harcourt Arboretum; the 

Millennium Tree Planting; the A.G.M. day. (Accession number KG 05-0001).  

 

KGU/1/3/3/22 : Secretary’s Papers c.2000-2001 
 

This folder contains a variety of papers including: committee lists; minutes, attendees signatures and 

agendas; correspondence regarding administration and membership; risk assessment; a questionnaire on 
Guild promotion; issues around life membership; nominations for office and the George Brown Memorial 

Award; deaths; some press cuttings; the annual dinner and visit to Canary Wharf; the A.G.M. day. 

(Accession number KG 05-0001).  

 

 

KGU/1/3/3/23 : Secretary’s Papers c.2001-2002 
 

This folder contains a variety of papers including: committee lists; minutes, attendees signatures and agendas 

including some accounts and the annual report; risk assessment; copies of photographs of the memorials in 

St. Anne’s churchyard;  correspondence regarding administration and membership; nominations for office; 
some press cuttings; deaths; the annual dinner; the A.G.M. day. (Accession number KG 05-0001).  

 

 



Series KGU/1/4 : Treasurer’s Papers 1893- 

 

The Treasurer of the Kew Guild is a three year appointment and is responsible for managing the Guild’s 

funds, accounting for financial transactions and investment portfolios, preparing financial statements and 
liaising with the external Auditor. The Treasurer’s papers include account and receipt books, correspondence 

and accounts relating to individual bequests, funds and investments and papers relating to the management of 

the Guild’s general account.  

 

KGU/1/4/1 : Account Book 1893-1934 

 

This bound volume contains Kew Guild balance sheets with details of income and expenditure including 
subscriptions and sales, advertisements, stock purchase and interest, the costs of producing the journal and 

general expenses. The capital account is detailed separately from 1898 and various other funds are detailed 

throughout the volume.  
 

KGU/1/4/2 : John W. Thompson Bequest 1895-1909 

 

This folder contains papers, primarily correspondence, relating to the bequest made by John W. Thompson, 
who died in March 1895, to the Kew Guild of £100 to be invested in New South Wales stock. The will was 

contested by his family to whom he had left nothing but the bequest was eventually paid in December 1896. 

John W. Thompson was a gardener at Kew and, intermittently, for other royal collections between 1820-
1830 when he became Head Gardener for the Dukes of Northumberland at Sion House.  

 

KGU/1/4/3 : Stock certificates and Guild holdings c.1910-1949 

 
This folder contains papers relating to investments held by the Guild in various stocks including receipts, 

correspondence and dividend vouchers. It also includes a copy of the probate report on the will of William 

Bean and correspondence with his daughter concerning problems that occurred in transferring Guild stock 
that had previously been in Bean’s name. 

 

KGU/1/4/4 : War Loan July 1915 

 

This folder contains papers relating to the investment of £25 in the National War Loan.  

 

KGU/1/4/5 : Post Office Savings Bank Books 1919-1963 

 

This folder contains a set of Post Office Savings Books covering a number of funds: Educational Fund 1925-

1937; Benevolent Fund 1919-1962; Dummer Memorial Prize Fund 1932-1961; Matilda Smith Memorial 
Fund 1932-1961; Kew Guild General Fund 1928-1963.  

 

KGU/1/4/6 : Account Book 1926-1950 

 

This bound volume contains details of the Kew Guild accounts variously including receipts against 

individual names for subscriptions, advertisements, dividends, special sales/receipts, the educational fund, 

the benevolent fund, donations, cash accounts, expense accounts and analyses of expenditure. There is a 
loose, handwritten note dated 1948 at folio 228 detailing amounts against individual funds and the cost of the 

journal. There are also a number of loose pages at the front of the volume detailing amounts against 

individual funds, events and individuals as well as rough calculations. One of the pages is dated 1945, one is 
dated 1946-1947, the rest are undated. Some calculations have been done on the back of a letter, dated 6 Aug 

1948, from H. Cossom to L. Stenning regarding a donation and his subscription.  

 

KGU/1/4/7 : Matilda Smith Memorial 1927-1933 

 

This folder contains papers relating to the award of £25 made to Matilda Smith, who died on 5 Jan 1927, by 

the Royal Horticultural Society along with the Veitch Medal. The award was subsequently donated, along 
with a further £25, to the Kew Guild by Miss Smith’s sisters where it was invested to fund an annual prize 

for student gardeners. Matilda Smith was persuaded by Joseph Hooker to come to Kew in 1878 and train as a 



botanical artist and she went on to provide artwork for a number of publications. She provided the botanical 

designs for J.D. Hooker’s memorial in St. Anne’s Church and was President of the Kew Guild in 1916/17.  

 

KGU/1/4/8 : Educational Fund 1936-1939 

 

This folder contains three receipt documents relating to the Educational Fund.  
 

 

KGU/1/4/9 : Benevolent Fund c.1937-1939 

 
This folder contains papers relating to the Benevolent Fund including receipts, appeals and letters of thanks 

together with a leaflet and report on the Royal Gardeners’ Orphan Fund.  

 

KGU/1/4/10 : Account Book 1939-1945 

 

This bound volume contains subscription accounts for the 1939 Annual Dinner and the Kew Guild Prisoner 

of War Fund c.1942-1945. In the front there is a list of bank book numbers and at the back there is a list of 
fund totals together with some further unidentified subscriptions. In addition there are two receipts for 

donations to the Duke of Gloucester’s Red Cross and the St. John Fund for Prisoners of War.  

 

KGU/1/4/11 : Jubilee Fund Account Book 1943-1964 

 

This bound volume contains details of the Kew Guild Jubilee Permanent Security Fund including 
subscriptions and investments. The front board of this volume is detached. In addition there is a loose folio, 

c.1943, that is a fundraising appeal to Kewites from Archibald Brooks, President 1942-43.  

 

KGU/1/4/12 : The Judd Bequest 1947 

 

This folder contains papers relating to the bequest made by William H. Judd in favour of the Kew Guild 

which comprised a sum of US$100 plus a quarter of the residue of his estate. It includes correspondence, 
receipt and a copy of the executor’s account and schedule of the will. Born on 14 July 1888, William H. Judd 

trained at Kew 1910-1913 after which he became a propagator at Arnold Arboretum where he remained until 

his death on 23 May 1946.  

 

 

KGU/1/4/13 : Account Book 1948-1965 

 
This bound volume contains Kew Guild balance sheets and capital accounts with details of income and 

expenditure including subscriptions and sales, advertisements, stock purchase and interest, the costs of 

producing the journal and general expenses. Various other funds are also detailed throughout the volume. At 
the back of the volume there are also loose typed copies of the accounts for 1961 and 1964.  

 

KGU/1/4/14 : War Memorial Fund 1951-1954 

 
This folder contains papers relating to the accounts for the installation of the Kew Guild War Memorial 

situated in the Temple of Arethusa. These are primarily invoices and receipts for works carried out including 

the memorial tablet, seats, silk poppies and other sundry expenses.  

 

KGU/1/4/15 : Receipt Book 1951-1968 

 
This bound volume contains details of the Kew Guild receipts against individual names for subscriptions, 

advertisements, various funds, dividends, other sales and donations. At the back of the volume there is also 

an account for the war memorial fund 1951.  

 

KGU/1/4/16 : Benevolent Fund 1962 

 



This folder contains correspondence relating to three awards made by the Benevolent fund, one of which was 

supplemented by a personal donation.  

 

KGU/1/4/17 : Grant of Arms and Badge Fund c.1962-1964 

 

This bound volume contains a list of donations to the Grant of Arms and Badge Fund.  
 

KGU/1/4/18 : Subscriptions Under Covenant 1965-1966 

 

This folder contains papers, including correspondence with the Inland Revenue, concerning the Guild’s 
desire to reclaim tax paid on annual subscriptions by means of a deed of covenant. The papers also include a 

letter from the Linnean Society together with its own covenant form and a similar form from the National 

Childbirth Trust. The outcome is unclear but correspondence suggests that the Guild were unable to 
implement the covenant plan at that time.  

 

 

 

KGU/1/4/19 : Audited Account Book 1966-1994 

 

This bound volume contains formal annual accounts detailing income and expenditure for specific purposes 
including the publication of the Journal, the annual Dinner and Tea, prize and benevolent funds and other 

expenses, investments, sales and receipts. These are the audited accounts and carry the auditors’ signatures. 

To 1984, the accounts are handwritten but are replaced by attached printed sheets from 1985 onwards. 
 

 

KGU/1/4/20 : Unidentified Bequest Nov 1967 

 
This folder contains correspondence between the Guild Secretary and Arthur Cook & Osborne solicitors 

regarding a bequest, however the client remains  

un-named.  

 

KGU/1/4/21 : The Kingdon-Ward Prize 1967 

 
This folder contains correspondence relating to the process of awarding the Kingdon-Ward prize and the 

potential conflict with the Kew Guild Prize for Projects.  

 

KGU/1/4/22 : Receipt Book 1974-1985 

 

This bound volume contains details of receipts including individual subscriptions, donations and sales 

together with amounts banked.  

 

KGU/1/4/23 : Financial Papers 1985 

 

This folder contains various financial papers including invoices, expense claims, sales details, insurance 
documents, papers of the Charities Investment/Deposit Funds and correspondence regarding subscriptions 

and donations to the Award Scheme and the Guild in general.  

 

KGU/1/4/24 : Financial Papers 1985-1987 

 

This file contains a variety of Treasurer’s papers including: expenses claims; report and accounts for the 
Charities Deposit Fund 1986 and 1987; half year report for the Charities Official Investment Fund 30 June 

1987and full year 1986; details of various receipts and  payments for events including the annual dinner, 

sales, subscriptions, awards and administrative expenses e.g. printing, insurance etc.; correspondence with 

Guild members; correspondence with Barclays Bank and with the Charities Deposit Fund regarding the 
Guild’s account; ticket applications for the A.G.M. event 1987; full accounts sheets for 1985, 1986 and 1987.  

 

KGU/1/4/25 : Treasurer’s Papers 1986 



 

This folder contains various financial papers including invoices, expense claims, sales details, insurance 

documents, papers of the Charities Investment/Deposit Funds and correspondence regarding subscriptions 
and donations to the Award Scheme and the Guild in general. 

 

 

 

KGU/1/4/26 : Invoice Book 1986-1993 

 

This bound volume contains copy invoices for a variety of goods, primarily copies of the Journal.  

 

KGU/1/4/27 : The George Catt Bequest 1987-1990 

 
This folder contains papers relating to the bequest made to the Kew Guild by George Albert Catt, who died 

in Australia on 20 Dec 1986. In his will, Mr. Catt left the residue of his estate to the Guild but this was 

successfully contested by his son who had been left nothing in the will but who was awarded half of the 

residue by the Australian courts. This, together with a similar case that occurred around the same time, 
prompted the inclusion of a short item in the Journal of 1989 (p.864) advising Kewites on the most 

appropriate way to make provision for the Kew Guild in a will in order to avoid such problems in the future. 

George Catt had been a student at Kew in 1927 before moving on to a number of other positions, eventually 
changing direction to become a studio manager for M.G.M. (see also KGU/1/4/34).  

 

KGU/1/4/28 : Treasurer’s Papers 1988-1992 

 

This folder contains Treasurer’s papers including: accounts sheets for 1989-1992; Guild Minutes 1991-92; 

minutes & accounts relating to the Awards Scheme 1988-1992 including a financial analysis of the scheme 

1975-1992; correspondence regarding the Tom Arnold Bursary Fund Feb-Mar 1988; a printed extract from 
E.A. Dallimore’s will concerning the creation of the William Dallimore Memorial Trust Fund (see also 

KGU/1/4/34).  

 

KGU/1/4/29 : Treasurer’s Papers 1988-1989 
 

This file contains a variety of Treasurer’s papers including: Award Scheme finances; documentation on the 
management of accounts; expenses claims; correspondence; details of various receipts and  payments for 

events including the annual dinner 1989, sales, subscriptions, donations and administrative expenses; some 

papers on the Tom Arnold Bursary Fund 1989; correspondence and statements from the Charities Deposit 

Fund; correspondence regarding the change of Treasurer (W. Storey to R. Bower).  
 

KGU/1/4/30 : Treasurer’s Papers 1987-1988 
 
This file contains a variety of Treasurer’s papers including: Accounts for 1987 and 1988; the Treasurer’s 

report for 1988; a statement from the Official Custodian for Charities; correspondence; details of various 

receipts and  payments for events including the annual dinner 1989, sales, subscriptions, donations and 

administrative expenses.  

 

KGU/1/4/31 : Standing Orders Book 1988-1989 
 
This volume contains members’ standing order details including addresses and bank details.  

 

KGU/1/4/32 : Treasurer’s Papers 1988-1990 
 

This file contains a variety of Treasurer’s papers including: details of various receipts and  payments for 

events including the annual dinner and the award scheme evening 1990, subscriptions, donations and 

administrative expenses; award scheme payments including a list of awards; a number of Committee meeting 
minutes, some annotated; Report & Accounts of the Charities Deposit Fund – half year to 30 June 1988, full 

year 1988 and 1989; Report of the COIF Charities Fixed Interest and Deposit Fund – quarter to 30 June 

1990, full year 1990.  



 

KGU/1/4/33 : Award Scheme Business Premium Account 1989-1993 
 
This file contains papers relating to the conversion of accounts to business premium accounts including 

correspondence and accounts sheets. The Award Scheme Business Premium Account was closed on 24 Dec 

1993.  
 

KGU/1/4/34 : Treasurer’s Papers 1991 
 

This file contains a variety of Treasurer’s papers including: details of various receipts and payments for 
events including the annual dinner and the social evening 1991, subscriptions and administrative expenses; 

correspondence; report of the Charities Official Investment Fund half year to 30 June 1991 and full year 

1991; report of the COIF Charities Fixed Interest and Deposit Fund half year to 30 June 1991; papers 
regarding Miss E.A. Dallimore’s bequest (used to found the William Dallimore Memorial Trust Fund) 

including a copy of the will; 

papers regarding George Albert Catt’s bequest (see also KGU/1/4/27); Award Scheme payments including a 

list of awards.  
 

KGU/1/4/35 : Treasurer’s Papers 1991-1992 
 
This file contains a variety of Treasurer’s papers including: details of various receipts and payments for 

events including the annual dinner and the Award Scheme social evening 1992, subscriptions, donations, 

sales and administrative expenses; report and accounts of the COIF Charities Fixed Interest and Deposit 
Fund 1991 half year to 30 June 1992; report of the Charities Official Investment Fund half year to 30 June 

1992; Award Scheme payments including a list of awards.  

 

KGU/1/4/36 : Treasurer’s Papers 1992-1993 
 

This file contains a variety of Treasurer’s papers including: Guild accounts to 31 Dec 1992, 10 Mar & 31 

Dec 1993; Award Scheme accounts 1992 – 1993 including awards, minutes and other papers; details of 
various receipts and  payments for events including the centenary dinner 1993, subscriptions, donations, 

administrative expenses and sales, particularly including the sale of the centenary publications of the Journal 

and the book “A Century of Kew Plantsmen”; expenses including those incurred in the centenary 
celebrations e.g. the raffle and book launch; correspondence; report and accounts of the COIF Charities 

Fixed Interest and Deposit Fund 1992 and half year to 30 June 1993; papers relating the specific centenary 

bank account.  

 

KGU/1/4/37 : Treasurer’s Papers 1993-1994 
 

This file contains a variety of Treasurer’s papers, primarily dated 1994, including: Guild accounts to 30 Mar, 
6 Sep and 14 Oct 1994; Award Scheme accounts to 14 Mar and 14 Oct 1994, awards and some minutes; 

summary of bank accounts from 1989-1994; sales including photos taken at the centenary dinner and 

emblems; details of various receipts and payments for events including the dinner 1994, subscriptions, 

donations, administrative expenses and sales, particularly of photos from the centenary dinner; reports of the 
COIF Charities Fixed Interest and Deposit Fund 1993 & 1994 and half year to 30 June 1994; correspondence 

with members and the bank; applications and accounts for the A.G.M. social evening; insurance documents; 

papers relating to the restoration of William Aiton’s monument in St. Anne’s.  
 

KGU/1/4/38 : Invoices Paid 1993-1995 
 
This file contains details of invoices paid, primarily relating to sales of the book “A Century of Kew 

Plantsmen”.  

 

 

 

KGU/1/4/39 : Treasurer’s Papers 1989-1995 
 



This file contains a variety of Treasurer’s papers, primarily dated 1995, including: Guild accounts to 16 Mar, 

5 Jun, 26 Oct and 31 Dec 1995; Award Scheme payments; reports of the COIF Charities Fixed Interest and 

Deposit Fund half year to 30 June 1995; paperwork relating to new COIF schemes; details of various receipts 
and payments for events including the dinner 1995, subscriptions, donations, administrative expenses and 

sales; applications for the A.G.M. and supper 1995; correspondence. In addition, there are further papers 

relating to the COIF charities investment fund including investments and dividends 1989-1995. 
 

 

KGU/1/4/40 : Treasurer’s Papers 1996-1997 

 
This file contains a variety of Treasurer’s papers, primarily dated 1996, including: Kew Guild annual report 

and accounts and associated paperwork 1996; details of receipts and  payments for events including the 

dinner and A.G.M. supper 1996, subscriptions, donations, administrative expenses and sales; Award Scheme 
payments; insurance; report and accounts for COIF charity funds half year to 30 June 1996; COIF Charities 

Investment Fund statements.  

 

KGU/1/4/41 : Treasurer’s Papers 1996-1997 

 

This file contains a variety of Treasurer’s papers, primarily dated 1997, including: Kew Guild accounts to 7 

July and 31 Oct 1997; correspondence; details of various receipts and  payments for events including the 
dinner and A.G.M. event 1997, subscriptions, donations, administrative expenses and sales; Award Scheme 

payments; COIF Charities Fund statements of investments & dividends.  

 

KGU/1/4/42 : Treasurer’s Papers 1997-1999 

 

This file contains a variety of Treasurer’s papers, primarily dated 1998, including: Kew Guild annual report 

and accounts 1998; accounts sheets to 31 Dec 1997, 24 Mar, 30 June, 26 Oct, 31 Dec 1998; correspondence; 
details of various receipts and  payments for events including the dinner and A.G.M. event 1998, 

subscriptions, donations, administrative expenses and sales; Award Scheme payments; COIF Charities Fund 

statements of investments & dividends.  
 

 

 
 

KGU/1/4/43 : Treasurer’s Papers 1988-1999 

 

This file contains a variety of Treasurer’s papers, primarily dated 1999, including: accounts sheets to 30 June 
and 21 Oct 1999; correspondence; details of various receipts and  payments for events including the dinner, 

summer outing and A.G.M. event 1999, subscriptions, donations, administrative expenses and sales; Award 

Scheme payments with a list of prizes awarded; COIF Charities Fund statements of investments & dividends. 
It also includes insurance policy documents and associated papers covering the years 1988-1999. 

 

 

KGU/1/4/44 : Treasurer’s Papers 1989-2000 

 

This file contains a variety of Treasurer’s papers, primarily dated 2000 including: accounts sheets to 11 Apr, 

29 June and 21 Nov 2000; correspondence; details of receipts and  payments for events including the dinner, 
visits and A.G.M. event 2000, subscriptions, donations, administrative expenses and sales; Award Scheme 

payments with a list of prizes awarded; COIF Charities Fund statements of investments & dividends and 

papers on fund management. 
It also contains papers relating to COIF accounts 1989-1995.  

 

 

 
 

KGU/1/4/45 : Treasurer’s Papers 2001-2002 

 



This file contains a variety of Treasurer’s papers, primarily dated 2001 including: correspondence; details of 

various receipts and  payments for events including the dinner 2001, subscriptions, donations, administrative 

expenses and sales; Award Scheme payments with a list of prizes awarded; COIF Charities Fund statements 
of investments & dividends.  

 

KGU/1/4/46 : Treasurer’s Papers 2001-2002 

 

This file contains a variety of Treasurer’s papers, primarily dated 2002 including: annual report and accounts 

2002; accounts sheets to 9 Apr, 2 Jul and 9 Nov 2001, 5 Apr, 15 Jul, 5 Nov and 31 Dec 2002; 

correspondence; details of various receipts and  payments for events including the dinner 2002, 
subscriptions, donations, administrative expenses and sales; Award Scheme payments with a list of prizes 

awarded; papers relating to the Kew Guild website project; COIF Charities Fund statements of investments 

& dividends.  
 

 

 

 

KGU/1/4/47 : Treasurer’s Papers 2003-2004 

 

This file contains a variety of Treasurer’s papers, primarily dated 2003 including: annual report and accounts 
2003; accounts sheets to 28 Apr, 30 June, 13 Oct, 31 Dec 2003; correspondence; details of various receipts 

and  payments for events including the dinner 2003, subscriptions, donations, administrative expenses and 

sales; Award Scheme payments with a list of prizes awarded; papers relating to the Kew Guild website 
project; COIF Charities Fund statements of investments & dividends. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Series KGU/1/5 : Membership Secretary’s Papers  

c.late 19th century - 

 
The Membership Secretary of the Kew Guild is a three year appointment, responsible for managing 

membership records and co-ordinating the payment of subscriptions. The Membership Secretary’s papers 

include early membership books, subscription details, correspondence and membership lists.  
 

KGU/1/5/1 : Membership Book c.late 19
th

 – early 20
th

 century 

 
This bound, indexed volume contains early members’ biographical information including some press 

cuttings. At the back of the volume there is a list of names and addresses. There is also a loose letter at folio 

362 from Mr. Entwhistle, dated 28 May 1924, to E.G. Dunk regarding obtaining copies of the journal and a 

trip to ‘Millers Dale’.  

 

KGU/1/5/2 : Membership Book 1917-1942 

 
This bound volume contains details of members and their subscription payments. It also includes their dates 

of entry to Kew and is annotated with dates of death and occasionally other notes. The first part of the 

volume is not in any clear order but the second part is split into alphabetical sections. 
This volume also contains two loose letters at the front. The first is from Roy H. Ramsay to L. Stenning, 

dated 8 July 1935, concerning his subscription. The second is from J.J. Gribble to L. Stenning, dated 3 June 

1941, concerning his relationship to other Kewites and his membership.  

 

 

 

KGU/1/5/3 : Membership Book 1942-1962 

 



This bound volume contains details of members and their subscription payments. It also includes their dates 

of entry to Kew and is annotated with dates of death, maiden names and occasionally other notes. The 

volume is split into alphabetical sections. It also contains two loose letters at the front. The first is from E.J. 
Woodman & Sons to L. Stenning, dated 20 Nov 1950, concerning the placement of an advertisement in the 

Journal. The second is L. Stenning’s reply, dated 30 Nov 1950, in confirmation. In addition, there is a “List 

of Deceased Kewites 1949/50” addressed to Mr. Stenning.  

 

KGU/1/5/4 : Membership Papers c.1954-1962 

 

This folder contains papers transferred from the Secretary’s papers (No.5) as being proper to the 
Membership Secretary  (see System of Arrangement). They include notes on conditions of membership, a list 

of members with standing orders c.1967 and correspondence 1960-1962.  

 

KGU/1/5/5 : Membership Papers c.1966-1969 

 

This folder contains papers that have been transferred from the Secretary’s papers (No.22) as being proper to 

the Membership Secretary  (see System of Arrangement). The papers include notes and lists of categories of 
Kewites plus a letter from C.B. Metcalfe to Nigel Hepper regarding membership rules dated 18 July 1968.  

 

KGU/1/5/6 : Subscriptions Book 1969-1985 

 

This bound volume contains details of subscriptions including amounts paid against standard and life 

subscriptions, donations, journal sales and reductions. There is also a loose letter from P.W.H. Conn 
regarding postal arrangements dated 8 Aug 1984. 

 

 

KGU/1/5/7 : Subscription Forms 1983-1987 
 

This folder contains completed subscription application forms, primarily for 1983, some of which have 

additional covering letters attached. These have been previously sorted into alphabetical order. It also 
includes one letter from C.J. Wilmot to E.H. Smith, dated 19 Oct 1987, which contains reminiscences on his 

career, comments on Guild events and the recent storm.  

 

KGU/1/5/8 : Membership Papers c.1982-1995 
 

This is a collection of papers that had previously been stored alphabetically, with a chronological sub-order, 

in a hanging file sequence and this organisation has been maintained. The papers, primarily dated 1989-
1995, relate to membership of the Kew Guild and include subscription applications, payments, enquiries and 

notifications of changes to circumstance such as change of address and members’ deaths. Some of the 

correspondence also contains biographical information and reminiscences. The papers also include 
correspondence relating to members’ attendance or non-attendance at A.G.M.s and other meetings. The 

alphabetical section “B” also contains papers, dated 1982-1989, on the George Brown memorial award 

including correspondence with recipients, the background to the award and its management. 

The alphabetical section “R” also contains correspondence, dated Feb-Aug 1991, on the gift made by James 
Redman in memory of his wife Edna.  

 

KGU/1/5/9 : Subscriptions Book 1985-1992 
 

This bound volume contains details of subscriptions including amounts paid and method of payment. It also 

contains two loose sheets detailing payments. 

 

KGU/1/5/10 : Names and addresses c.1986 

 

This folder contains three computer printout lists of members’ names (A-G), addresses and dates of entry to 
Kew. One list has administrative annotations. 

 

KGU/1/5/11 : Membership Papers 1988 



 

This folder contains various papers relating to the Membership Secretary. These include a printed 

membership list dated 5 Oct 1988, various correspondence, notes and draft letters regarding members’ 
contact details and subscriptions. 

 

KGU/1/5/12 : Membership Papers c.1988-1990 
 

These papers, in roughly alphabetical order, include subscription applications, payments, enquiries and 

notifications of changes to circumstance such as change of address and members’ deaths. Some of the 

correspondence also contains biographical information and reminiscences. The papers also include 
correspondence relating to members’ attendance or non-attendance at A.G.M.s and other meetings.  

 

 
 

KGU/1/5/13 : Expenses Book 1988-1996 
 

This notebook contains details of administrative expenses incurred by the Membership Secretary. 
 

KGU/1/5/14 : Membership Papers 1989 
 
This folder contains various papers relating to membership of the Kew Guild including printed membership 

lists dated 17 Jan and 10 Aug 1989, various correspondence and notes regarding members’ contact details 

and subscriptions.  
 

KGU/1/5/15 : Membership Papers 1990-1991 
 

These papers relate to membership of the Kew Guild and include subscription applications, payments, 
enquiries and notifications of changes to circumstance such as change of address and members’ deaths. It 

also includes correspondence and notes concerning the preparation of a ‘100 year’ membership list for the 

centenary Journal and issues around indexing and rules.  

 

 

KGU/1/5/16 : Membership Papers 1989-1993 
 

This folder contains papers, arranged in alphabetical order, relating to applications and payment for 

membership. It also contains a list of corporate members as at March 1989, two annotated, computer printed 

membership lists for 1990 and 1991 and two lists with correspondence regarding lapsed memberships and 
amendments dated Jan 1993.  

 

KGU/1/5/17 : Membership Papers 1995-1998 
 

This is a two-part collection of papers previously stored in an alphabetically sectioned file. The papers relate 

to membership of the Kew Guild and include subscription applications, payments, enquiries and notifications 

of changes to circumstance such as change of address and members’ deaths. Some of the correspondence 
also contains small amounts of biographical information and reminiscences. The papers also include 

correspondence relating to members’ attendance or non-attendance at A.G.M.s and other meetings.  

 

Series KGU/1/6 : Journal Editor’s Papers c.1964- 

 
The Editor of the Kew Guild Journal is is a three year appointment and is responsible for the production of 

the annual journal including the assessment and collation of papers and information submitted for inclusion. 

This role also involves liaison with printers and a regular review of production costs and processes. The 

Journal Editor’s papers include some articles and reports for inclusion in the Journal and some proofs but the 
bulk of the records relate to information on ex-Kew staff known as ‘Kewites’. This encompasses 

notifications of address changes and deaths of Kewites as well as updates on individuals’ current careers and 

personal anecdotes. The general names given to these papers previously were ‘Gleanings’ and ‘Personalia’ – 



the current reference used is ‘News of Kewites’. News of Kewites for any given year is printed in the journal 

for the following year e.g. news for 2000 is printed in the 2001 journal. 

The papers also include some correspondence on a variety of administrative issues including Kew 
qualifications, membership and subscriptions, attendance at events and items of interest for the Journal as 

well as some editorial matters relating to publication and printing.  

With regard to papers between c.1964 – 1988, some alphabetical sorting has previously been carried out and 
some papers from the Secretary’s files have been added to this collection. In order to maintain the 

transparency of these changes, these records are contained in the first three sub-series (KGU/1/6/1 to 

KGU/1/6/3). The remaining papers form a fourth ongoing sub-series (KGU/1/6/4). Papers have been 

deposited in the archive by various individuals which has resulted in some fragmentation of the 20th century 
records.  

 

KGU/1/6/1 : Journal Editor’s Papers 1964-1982 

 

This sub-series contains papers, relating to ‘News of Kewites’, that have previously been removed from the 
Secretary’s papers and sorted into an alphabetical sequence relating to the individual concerned, not the 

correspondent. 

 

KGU/1/6/1/1 : Editor’s Papers c.1964-1981 

 

This file contains ‘News of Kewites’ papers A-K.  

 

KGU/1/6/1/2 : Editor’s Papers c.1971-1981 

 

This file contains ‘News of Kewites’ papers L-S.  
 

KGU/1/6/1/3 : Editor’s Papers c.1970-1982 

 

This file contains ‘News of Kewites’ papers T-Z.  

 

 

 

KGU/1/6/2 : Journal Editor’s Papers c.1976-1977 

 
This sub-series contains papers relating to ‘News of Kewites’ that have been previously sorted into an 

alphabetical sequence relating to the individual concerned, not the correspondent. 

 

KGU/1/6/2/1 : Editor’s Papers c.1977-1988 

 

This file contains ‘News of Kewites’ papers A-B.  

 

KGU/1/6/2/2 : Editor’s Papers c.1976-1988 

 

This file contains ‘News of Kewites’ papers C-E.  
 

KGU/1/6/2/3 : Editor’s Papers c.1978-1988 

 
This file contains ‘News of Kewites’ papers F-K.  

 

KGU/1/6/2/4 : Editor’s Papers c.1976-1988 

 
This file contains ‘News of Kewites’ papers L-N.  

 

KGU/1/6/2/5 : Editor’s Papers c.1976-1988 

 

This file contains ‘News of Kewites’ papers P-S.  

 



KGU/1/6/2/6 : Editor’s Papers c.1977-1988 

 

This file contains ‘News of Kewites’ papers T-Z. Also a letter from an unidentified correspondent named 
‘Rupert’ dated 13 Feb 1981. 

 

KGU/1/6/3 : Journal Editor’s Papers c.1976-1988 

 

This sub-series contains papers relating to ‘News of Kewites’ that have been previously sorted 

chronologically. 
 

KGU/1/6/3/1 : Editor’s Papers c.1976-1979 

 
This file contains ‘News of Kewites’ papers for 1976-1979. 

 

KGU/1/6/3/2 : Editor’s Papers c.1980-1988 

 
This file contains ‘News of Kewites’ papers for 1980-1983 and 1985-1988. 

 

 

KGU/1/6/4 : Journal Editor’s Papers 1976- 
 
This ongoing series contains papers relating to ‘News of Kewites’ together with some articles, proofs and 

correspondence relating to the content and production of the Journal. 

 

 

KGU/1/6/4/1 : Editor’s Papers 1976-1980 

 

This file contains annotated and corrected drafts for the ‘News of Kewites’ feature in the Guild Journals 
covering the years 1976-80, proofs covering the years 1977-78, a 1978 obituary for Donald Dring and 1980 

notes on ‘Kewites at Gateshead’. 

 

 

 

 

KGU/1/6/4/2 : Editor’s Papers 1981-1986 

 

This file contains annotated and corrected drafts for the ‘News of Kewites’ 

feature in the Guild Journals covering the years 1981-82 and 1985-86, a proof for the year 1983 and 
biographical notes on Peter Green 1982/83.  

 

 

KGU/1/6/4/3 : Editor’s Papers 1987-1988 

 

This file contains annotated and corrected drafts for the ‘News of Kewites’ 

feature in the Journal covering the years 1987-1988 together with a proof, an annotated staff list and a report 
on Conservation in Cameroon by Nigel Hepper, all for the year 1988.  

 

KGU/1/6/4/4 : Editor’s Papers 1987-1990 

 

This file contains correspondence and articles used for ‘News of Kewites’ covering the years 1987-1990. 

(Accession number KG 97-0003).  

 

KGU/1/6/4/5 : Editor’s Papers 1989-1992 

 

This file contains drafts of the ‘News of Kewites’ features in the Guild Journals for 1989 and 1990 together 
with correspondence, articles (including four on orchids), biographies of Martin Sands and W.N.G. Gilmour 



and details of the Director’s activities during 1990. There is also a photograph of Percy Trevaskis included in 

his biographical papers. 

 

KGU/1/6/4/6 : Editor’s Papers 1995 

 

This file contains correspondence and papers used for the ‘News of Kewites’ feature in the Journal for the 
year 1995. (Accession number KG 96-0003). 

 

 

KGU/1/6/4/7 : Editor’s Papers 1995-1996 

 

This file contains correspondence, articles and two photographs (1937) used for ‘News of Kewites’ covering 

the years 1995-1996. (Accession number KG 97-0004). 
 

KGU/1/6/4/8 : Editor’s Papers 1995-1996 

 

This file contains correspondence and obituaries and includes a photograph of Richard S. Davies. (Accession 
number KG 96-0001).  

 

KGU/1/6/4/9 : Editor’s Papers 1995-1999 

 

This file contains annotated drafts of the ‘News of Kewites’ feature in the Guild Journals covering 1995-

1998 together with some related correspondence. (Accession number QX 05-0013)  
 

 

KGU/1/6/4/10 : Editor’s Papers 1997-1998 

 
This file contains correspondence and articles used for the ‘News of Kewites’ feature in the Guild Journal of 

1997. (Accession number KG 98-0001).  

 

KGU/1/6/4/11 : Editor’s Papers 1998-1999 

 

This folder contains correspondence, articles and other papers used for the ‘News of Kewites’ feature in the 
Journal for the year 1998. (Accession number QX 05-0013). 

 

KGU/1/6/4/12 : Editor’s Papers 1999-2000 

 
This folder contains correspondence, articles and other papers used for the ‘News of Kewites’ feature in the 

Journal for the year 1999. (Accession number QX 05-0013).  

 

KGU/1/6/4/13 : Editor’s Papers 2000-2001 

 

This folder contains correspondence, articles and other papers used for the ‘News of Kewites’ feature in the 

Journal for the year 2000. (Accession number QX 05-0013).  

 



KGU/1/6/4/14 : Editor’s Papers 2000-2001 

 

This folder contains correspondence, articles and other papers used for the ‘News of Kewites’ feature in the 
Journal for the year 2000. It also contains a draft copy of the feature and a photo of Nigel Sinnott. (Accession 

number QX 05-0013).  

 

KGU/1/6/4/15 : Editor’s Papers 2001-2002 

 

This folder contains correspondence, articles and other papers used for the ‘News of Kewites’ feature in the 

Journal for the year 2001. It also contains a draft copy of the feature and photos of Ghillean Prance, Derek 
Parker and Geoff Spate. (Accession number QX 05-0013).  

 

KGU/1/6/4/16 : Editor’s Papers 2002-2003 

 

These two folders contain correspondence, articles and other papers used for the ‘News of Kewites’ feature 

in the Journal for the year 2002. It also contains a draft copy of the feature. The second folder is 

correspondence from Mr. Patrick A. Nutt. (Accession number QX 05-0013).  
 

KGU/1/6/4/17 : Editor’s Papers 2003-2004 

 
These two folders contain correspondence, articles and other papers used for the ‘News of Kewites’ feature 

in the Journal for the year 2003. It also contains a draft copy of the feature. The second folder is 

correspondence from Mr. Patrick A. Nutt. (Accession number QX 05-0013).  
 

KGU/1/6/4/18 : Editor’s Papers 2004-2005 

 

These three folders contain correspondence, articles and other papers used for the ‘News of Kewites’ feature 
in the Journal for the year 2004. The second folder is correspondence from John Whitehead and the third 

folder is correspondence from Mr. Patrick A. Nutt. It also contains a draft copy of the ‘News of Kewites’  

feature. In addition, this folder contains a floppy disk from Harold Heywood with his article for the ‘News of 
Kewites’. (Accession number QX 05-0013).  

 

KGU/1/6/4/19 : Proofs 1964 - 1970 

 

This folder contains proofs of illustrations and photographs published in the Kew Guild Journal. The 1964 

proof is of a postage stamp from Monaco which featured in article about the Hercules Fountain. The other 

proofs relate to the publication of ‘The Queen’s Garden’, a supplement to the Journal of 1970 
commemorating the Queen’s visit in 1969.  

 

 

 

 

Series KGU/1/7 : Events Officer’s Papers 1900 - 

 

The Events Officer is a three year appointment and is responsible for arranging visits, the Annual Dinner (in 
conjunction with the Secretary) and the events of the A.G.M. day and also for providing notification of and 

reports on events for inclusion in Guild publications. The Events Officer’s papers include a Dinner Book 

detailing the early annual dinners of the Guild, annual dinner menus, tickets, attendance lists, accounts and 

related papers, Kew Guild Tea tickets, applications and related papers. 
 

KGU/1/7/1 : Dinner Book 1900-1936 

 
This bound volume relates to the Annual Dinner held by the Kew Guild, the first of which took place on 22 

May 1900 at The Holborn Restaurant, London. This volume contains background information on the first 

dinner together with the invitation, menu and programme, accounts and the signatures of those present. The 



volume then contains annual dinner accounts, often with tickets, covering letters or menus pasted in. There 

are also loose accounts and receipts for 1932 and 1935. 

 

KGU/1/7/2 : Annual Dinner Menu Cards 1951-1980 

 

This folder contains dinner cards for 1951-54, 1959, 1968, 1973-78, 1980. The cards carry menu details and 
the toast list as well as the date and location details. One card for 1968 is also annotated with names and 

addresses for Mr. Hebden and Mr. Hogg with a note that they are to be sent Guild ties. There is also a 

handwritten note on the cost of some menu items c.1980.  

 

KGU/1/7/3 : Annual Dinner Tickets 1963-1979 

 

This folder contains tickets for the annual dinner for 1963-64, 1968-77, 1979. The tickets carry the event 
details and some are numbered.  

 

KGU/1/7/4 : Annual Dinner Attendance Lists 1968-1976 

 
The papers in this folder carry lists of individuals attending the annual dinners for 1968-1976, including 

details of seating arrangements, finances and ticket sales and other miscellaneous notes relating to the event.  

 

KGU/1/7/5 : Balance Sheets c.1968-1975 

 

This folder contains balance sheets relating to the Kew Guild Dinners c.1968-1975 and the Kew Guild Teas 
1969-1975. There is also a letter dated 20 Sep 1971 regarding the Tea for that year (signature illegible but 

may be J. Woodhams who was the Events Officer).  

 

 

 

 

 

KGU/1/7/6 : Annual Dinner Correspondence 1970-1971 

 

This folder contains papers and correspondence relating to the organisation of the annual dinner for 1971 and 
the various options including sample menus from the Royal Festival Hall and the Connaught Rooms.  

 

KGU/1/7/7 : Imperial College Dinners 1971-1974 

 
This folder contains correspondence, menus and other papers relating to the annual dinners that were held at 

the Imperial College Refectory in 1971-1974.  

 

KGU/1/7/8 : Tea Tickets 1970s 

 

This folder contains tickets for the A.G.M. tea, some of which are dated for the specific years 1972-1974 and 

one which is a generic form for the period.  
 

KGU/1/7/9 : Tea Attendance Lists and Award Scheme Donations 1972-1976 

 
This folder contains two sets of papers. The first is comprised of lists of attendees and accounts for the 

annual Kew Guild Tea events for 1972-1975. The second contains lists of donations received for the Kew 

Guild Award Scheme for 1975 and 1976 together with a list of ‘Apologies Received’ for 1975. It is unclear 
whether or not the donations and apologies also relate to the Guild Tea events.  

 

KGU/1/7/10 : Photograph lists for Dinners 1973-1977 

 
This folder contains lists of pictures from the Guild’s photographic collection that were used for display 

purposes at the Annual Dinners of 1973-1977.  

 



KGU/1/7/11 : Kew Guild Emblems 1965-1971 

 

This folder contains correspondence and other papers regarding Kew Guild Emblems (Blazer badges, ties, 
car badges, scarves etc.) including the purchase of stock by the Guild and the purchase of items by individual 

members.  

 



KGU/1/7/12 : Annual Dinner Papers 1968 

 

This folder contains correspondence and papers relating to the Kew Dinner for 1968 at the Chatham 
Restaurant including the menu.  

 

KGU/1/7/13 : Annual Dinner Papers 1969 

 

This folder contains correspondence and papers relating to the Kew Dinner for 1969 at the Chatham 

Restaurant including ticket sales.  

KGU/1/7/14 : Annual Dinner Papers 1970 

 

This folder contains correspondence and papers relating to the Kew Dinner for 1970 at the Chatham 

Restaurant including menus.  
 

KGU/1/7/15 : Annual Dinner Papers 1971 

 

This folder contains correspondence and papers relating to the Kew Dinner for 1971 at Imperial College.  

 

 

KGU/1/7/16 : A.G.M. Tea Papers 1971 

 

This folder contains correspondence and papers relating to the Kew Guild Tea for 1971.  

 

KGU/1/7/17 : Annual Dinner Papers 1972 

 

This folder contains correspondence and papers relating to the Kew Dinner for 1972 at Imperial College 

including draft programme and accounts.  
 

KGU/1/7/18 : A.G.M. Tea Papers 1972 

 
This folder contains correspondence and papers relating to the Kew Guild Tea for 1972.  

 

KGU/1/7/19 : Annual Dinner Papers 1973 

 

This folder contains correspondence and papers relating to the Kew Dinner for 1973 at Imperial College 

including draft programme.  

 



KGU/1/7/20 : A.G.M. Tea Papers 1973 

 

This folder contains correspondence and papers relating to the Kew Guild Tea for 1973. 
 

KGU/1/7/21 : Annual Dinner Papers 1974 

 
This folder contains correspondence and papers relating to the Kew Dinner for 1974 at Imperial College 

including draft programme.  

 

KGU/1/7/22 : A.G.M. Tea Papers 1974 

 

This folder contains correspondence and papers relating to the Kew Guild Tea for 1974.  

 

KGU/1/7/23 : Annual Dinner Papers 1975 

 

This folder contains correspondence and papers relating to the Kew Dinner for 1975 at Imperial College 

including ticket application slips, draft programme and menus.  
 

 

KGU/1/7/24 : A.G.M. Tea Papers 1975 

 

This folder contains application slips relating to the Kew Guild Tea for 1975.  

 

KGU/1/7/25 : Annual Dinner Papers 1976 

 

This folder contains correspondence and papers relating to the Kew Dinner for 1976 at Imperial College 

including ticket application slips, accounts, list of attendees and menus.  
 

KGU/1/7/26 : Annual Dinner Papers 1976-1977 

 
This folder contains correspondence and papers relating to the Kew Dinner for 1977 at Imperial College 

including menus, accounts and a paper on an exhibition of Imperial College archives.  

 

KGU/1/7/27 : Annual Dinner Papers 1978 

 

This folder contains correspondence and papers relating to the Kew Dinner for 1978 at Imperial College 

including ticket application slips, menus, ticket sales and accounts. There are also some papers concerning 
the ‘Kewmunication’ newsletter, an address list for committee members, the award scheme rules and 

minutes of Guild meetings held 20 June and 10 October 1978.  

 

KGU/1/7/28 : A.G.M. Tea Papers 1978 

 

This folder contains correspondence and papers relating to the Kew Guild Tea and soiree for 1978 including 

application slips and accounts.  
 

KGU/1/7/29 : Annual Dinner Papers 1978-1979 

 
This folder contains correspondence and papers relating to the Kew Dinner for 1979 at Imperial College 

including ticket application slips, menus, an insurance document and accounts.  

 

KGU/1/7/30 : A.G.M. Tea Papers 1979 

 

This folder contains correspondence and papers relating to the Kew Guild Tea for 1979 including application 

slips, tickets, the first issue of the ‘Kewmunication’ newsletter, accounts and an address list for Guild 
committee members. 

 

 



KGU/1/7/31 : Annual Dinner Papers 1980 

 

This folder contains correspondence and papers relating to the Kew Dinner for 1980 at Imperial College 
including ticket application slips, menus, lists of attendees, ticket sales and the programme.  

 

KGU/1/7/32 : Annual Dinner Papers 1981 

 

This folder contains correspondence and papers relating to the Kew Dinner for 1981 at The Royal 

Horticultural Society including menus, the application form and ticket sales.  

 

KGU/1/7/33 : Annual Dinner Papers 1982 

 

This folder contains correspondence and papers relating to the Kew Dinner for 1982 at Imperial College 
including licence & insurance papers, accounts, ticket and menus.  

 

KGU/1/7/34 : A.G.M. Tea Papers 1982 

 
This folder contains correspondence and papers relating to the Kew Guild Tea for 1982.  

 

KGU/1/7/35 : Annual Dinner Papers 1983 

 

This folder contains correspondence and papers relating to the Kew Dinner for 1983 at Imperial College 

including ticket sales, poster, accounts and menus. It also includes a MAFF press notice on the membership 
of the new board of Kew Gardens c. Oct 1983. 

 

KGU/1/7/36 : A.G.M. Tea Papers 1983 

 
This folder contains correspondence and papers relating to the Kew Guild Tea for 1983 including ticket 

sales.  

 

KGU/1/7/37 : Annual Dinner Papers 1984 

 

This folder contains correspondence and papers relating to the Kew Dinner for 1984 at Imperial College 
including the seating plan, insurance correspondence, ticket and menus.  

 

 

KGU/1/7/38 : Annual Dinner Papers 1985 

 

This folder contains correspondence and papers relating to the Kew Dinner for 1985 at Imperial College 

including ticket application slips, the seating plan,  
ticket and menus.  

 

KGU/1/7/39 : Annual Dinner Papers 1939-1965 

 
This folder contains papers that have been transferred from the Secretary’s papers as being proper to the 

Events Officer (see System of Arrangement). 

Included in these papers are menu cards for 1939, 1963 and 1965 together with other notes and 
correspondence dated c.1960s.  

 

KGU/1/7/40 : Annual Dinner Papers c.1960s-1971 

 

This folder contains papers that have been transferred from the Secretary’s papers as being proper to the 

Events Officer (see System of Arrangement). 

These papers relate to guests invited to the Annual Dinner including correspondence (1964-1967) and a list 
of guests (1948-1971).  

 

KGU/1/7/41 : Annual Dinner Papers c.1966-1976 



 

This folder contains papers that have been transferred from the Secretary’s papers as being proper to the 

Events Officer (see System of Arrangement). 
Included in these papers are menu cards for 1966-1971 and 1976, correspondence and draft programmes for 

various years. 

 

KGU/1/7/42 : Annual Dinner Papers 1986 

 

This folder contains correspondence and papers relating to the Kew Dinner for 1986 at Imperial College 

including accounts, correspondence, insurance papers, application slips and menus.  
 

KGU/1/7/43 : Annual Dinner Papers 1987 

 
This folder contains correspondence and papers relating to the Kew Dinner for 1987 at Imperial College 

including menus and tickets, application slips, programme, insurance papers and correspondence.  

 

KGU/1/7/44 : Annual Dinner Papers 1988 

 

This folder contains menus, tickets and a seating plan relating to the Kew Dinner for 1988 at Imperial 

College. 
 

 

KGU/1/7/45 : Various Events c.1977-1989 

 

This folder contains papers relating to a number of events: A.G.M. evening events c.1977, 1980 and 1988 

plus one undated c.1980s; the Kew Guild Dinner 1989; the Award Scheme social evening 1989; a weekend 

visit to North Wales, The Wirral and Cheshire on 19-21 July 1985; an outing to Oxford 6 June 1987.  
 

KGU/1/7/46 : Annual Dinner Menu Card 1921 

 
This folder contains an annual dinner card for 1921 showing the menu and programme. This card was 

originally in the photographic collection and was number 542 in the original photographic index. 

 

KGU/1/7/47 : Annual Dinner Menu Cards 1992-1997 

 

This folder contains annual dinner cards for 1992, 1996 and 1997 showing the menu and toasts.  

 

KGU/1/7/48 : Annual Dinner and A.G.M. 2004-2005 

 

This folder contains the notification of the 2004 A.G.M. and associated reception; notes on the seating plan 
of the 2004 Annual Dinner; a menu card, ticket and some correspondence relating to the 2005  Annual 

Dinner.  

 

KGU/1/7/49 : Kew Running Club c.1951-1952 

 

This folder contains correspondence and other papers relating to the Kew Running Club and various races 

including the Kew/Wisley Race, the Round the Gardens Race and the Clog and Apron Race. There are also 
typed transcriptions of some of the letters and an index. (KG 97-0002).  

 

KGU/1/7/50 : Seating Plans c.1986-1987 

 

This roll carries two large scale seating plans for the Annual Dinner, one is dated 1987 and the other is 

undated but may be 1986. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Series KGU/1/8 : Award Scheme Papers 1973 - 

 

This series contains papers relating to the Kew Guild Award Scheme which was initiated in 1974 and 

provides a number of bursaries and awards. The Award Scheme Chairman is a three year appointment, 

responsible for managing the scheme and organising fundraising events and activities. 
 

KGU/1/8/1 : Award Scheme Papers 1973-1982 

 
This folder contains papers that have been transferred from the Secretary’s papers (No.24) as being proper to 

the Award Scheme (see System of Arrangement). The papers relate to the early years of the Award Scheme 

including: administrative correspondence and memos on the foundation of the scheme including minutes of 
the sub committee meetings; rules of the scheme; papers concerning early fundraising events; 

correspondence regarding the first recipients of awards. 

 

KGU/1/8/2 : Award Scheme Papers 1975-1978 

 

This folder contains a variety of early Award Scheme papers including; minutes of the sub-committee 

meetings; administrative correspondence including a small amount relating to student applications; papers 
related to fundraising and events including raffles, fete, soirees and appeals. 

 



KGU/1/8/3 : Award Scheme Papers 1976-1977 

 

This folder contains a variety of Award Scheme papers including: minutes of the sub-committee meetings; 
notes on the centenary of the Jodrell Laboratory; administrative correspondence; 3 annotated pamphlets on 

the 1976 Award Scheme Draw; a flyer and a card on the A.G.M. event; event notes c.1970s.  

 

KGU/1/8/4 : Award Scheme Papers 1977-1978 

 

This folder contains a variety of Award Scheme papers including: minutes of the sub-committee meetings; 

Award Scheme outline and rules; invitation and notes on the A.G.M. event and also includes correspondence 
from David Attenborough regarding his patronage of the Award Scheme.  

 

KGU/1/8/5 : Award Scheme Papers 1978-1979 

 

This folder contains a variety of Award Scheme papers including: a report for 1979; minutes of the sub-

committee meetings; administrative correspondence including student exchange, notes on the A.G.M., a card 

for the A.G.M. event, an award scheme flyer, fundraising and donations and also includes correspondence 
from David Attenborough regarding his patronage of the Award Scheme.  

 

KGU/1/8/6 : Award Scheme Papers 1979-1980 

 

This folder contains a variety of Award Scheme papers including: two reports for 1980; minutes of the sub-

committee meetings; minutes of a Kew Guild meeting on 8 Jan 1980; agenda for a Kew Guild meeting on 11 
Mar 1980; administrative correspondence including student applications, events, notes on the A.G.M. 

lecture, fundraising, donations, printing and notes on the award scheme and also includes correspondence 

from David Attenborough regarding his patronage of the Award Scheme. 

 

KGU/1/8/7 : Award Scheme Papers 1980-1981 

 

This folder contains a variety of Award Scheme papers including: a report for 1981 by K. Jones and K. 
Pearson; minutes of the sub-committee meetings;  reports submitted by K. Pearson for Kew Guild meetings 

20 Jan and 16 June; administrative correspondence including student applications; papers relating to the Kew 

Guild A.G.M. 1981. 
 



KGU/1/8/8 : Award Scheme Papers 1981-1982 
 

This folder contains contains a variety of Award Scheme papers including: a report for 1982; minutes and 
agendas for the sub-committee meetings; correspondence regarding fundraising, the A.G.M. event and 

student applications/reports.  

 

KGU/1/8/9 : Award Scheme Papers 1982-1983 
 

This folder contains contains a variety of Award Scheme papers including: a report by Bob Adams; minutes 

and agendas for the sub-committee meetings; administrative correspondence regarding fundraising, events 
and student applications/reports.  

 

 

KGU/1/8/10 : Award Scheme Papers 1983-1984 
 

This folder contains contains a variety of Award Scheme papers including: a report by Bob Adams; minutes 

for the sub-committee meetings; administrative papers including student applications, events and the tenth 
anniversary appeal for funds.  

 

KGU/1/8/11 : Award Scheme Papers 1983-1984 
 

This folder contains a variety of Award Scheme papers including: minutes for the sub-committee meetings; 

administrative papers including student applications; rules including annotated drafts; papers related to 
fundraising including the 10th anniversary appeal; a list of awards granted between 1977 and 1983.  

 

KGU/1/8/12 : Award Scheme Papers 1983-1985 
 
This folder contains a variety of Award Scheme papers including: correspondence; papers on the 10th 

anniversary fundraising appeal including the Leslie Greenwood painting raffle; annotated minutes.  

 

KGU/1/8/13 : Award Scheme Papers 1984-1985 
 

This folder contains the following papers: minutes and agendas of the sub-committee meetings; 
administrative papers including student applications, fundraising, events and the tenth anniversary 

fundraising appeal.  

 

 



KGU/1/8/14 : Award Scheme Papers 1984-1988 
 

This folder contains a variety of Award Scheme papers including: some minutes for the sub-committee 
meetings; administrative papers including student applications, fundraising and events; rules; reports on the 

Award Scheme for c.1985 and 1986; a document on fundraising for expeditions; correspondence regarding 

the Tom Arnold bursary fund; Guild accounts as at 31 Dec 1986 and 31 Dec 1987.  
 

KGU/1/8/15 : Award Scheme Papers 1985-1986 
 

This folder contains a variety of Award Scheme papers including: minutes of the sub-committee meetings; 
minutes of some Kew Guild meetings; administrative papers including student applications, the anniversary 

raffle, arrangements for the Award Scheme Evening and a circulation list of members.  

 

 

KGU/1/8/16 : Award Scheme Papers 1986-1987 
 

This folder contains a variety of Award Scheme papers including: a report by W.E. Storey, minutes of the 
sub-committee meetings; minutes of a Kew Guild meeting on 16 June 1987; administrative papers including 

events, rules, student applications and reports.  

 

KGU/1/8/17 : Award Scheme Papers 1987-1988 
 

This folder contains a variety of Award Scheme papers including: a report by Kenwyn Pearson, minutes of 
the sub-committee meetings; administrative papers including events, student applications and awards, the 

Tom Arnold Bursary Fund, a listing of committee members and pamphlets on the Living Collections 

Division and the presentation of Diplomas and Prizes 1988.  

 

KGU/1/8/18 : Award Scheme Papers 1991-1992 
 

This folder contains a variety of Award Scheme papers including: a report on the award scheme for 1992 by 
Kenwyn Pearson; minutes of the sub-committee meetings; award scheme accounts for 21 July 1992; an 

advertisement for the award scheme for 1991; a list of awards granted in years 1977-1992.  

 

KGU/1/8/19 : Award Scheme Papers 1992-1993 

 

This folder contains a variety of Award Scheme papers including: a report on the award scheme for 1993 by 

Kenwyn Pearson; list of awards granted 1977-1992; minutes and agendas of the sub-committee meetings; 
award scheme accounts for 27 October 1992 and 15 July 1993; rules of the scheme (revised 1992); 

correspondence regarding the Kew Guardian.  

  
 

 

 

KGU/1/8/20 : Award Scheme Papers 1993-1994 

 

This folder contains a variety of Award Scheme papers including: a report on the award scheme for 1994; 

minutes and agendas of the sub-committee meetings; award scheme accounts for 21 Oct 1993, 14 Mar and 
28 June 1994; award applications and related correspondence; a draft award certificate; papers relating to the 

‘Promotion and Publicity sub-committee’; an invitation to the Kew Guild centenary A.G.M. day on 11 Sep 

1993; correspondence regarding the British Rail Travel Award and the Network SE Award; an advertisement 
for the scheme; correspondence with Kew staff regarding Guild related matters.  

 

 

 

KGU/1/8/21 : Award Scheme Papers 1994-1995 

 



This folder contains a variety of Award Scheme papers including: minutes of the sub-committee meetings; 

award scheme accounts for 14 Oct 1994 and 30 June 1995; award applications and related correspondence; 

list of applicants and awards; minutes of the Kew Guild Committee Meeting 17 Jan 1995 with covering letter 
from Kenwyn Pearson to Nigel Hepper regarding the Award Scheme involvement in the A.G.M. day.  

 

KGU/1/8/22 : Award Scheme Papers 1995-1996 

 

This folder contains a variety of Award Scheme papers including: minutes of the sub-committee meetings; 

agenda for the meeting held c.Oct 1995; Award Scheme accounts for 26 Oct and 31 Dec 1995, 25 Mar and 

27 June 1996; award applications and related correspondence; a summary listing of applications for awards 
1996; papers regarding the possibility of a ‘Lennox-Boyd Award’; papers regarding Fiona Dennis’ project on 

elder production.  

 

KGU/1/8/23 : Award Scheme Papers 1996-1997 

 

This folder contains the following papers: a report on the award scheme for 1997; minutes of the sub-

committee meetings; award applications and related correspondence; a letter from Noel Lothian regarding a 
donation to the Award Scheme fund  

 

 
 

KGU/1/8/24 : Award Scheme Papers 1996-2003 

 
This folder contains the following papers: reports on the award scheme for 1998, 1999 by Nigel Hepper and 

2002 by Allan Hart; minutes and agendas of the sub-committee meetings; award scheme accounts for 31 Dec 

1998, 1999 and 2001, 23 July and 31 Dec 2002, 30 June 2003; award applications and related 

correspondence; Treasurer’s report on value of prizes dated 18 Jan 1999; rules; administrative 
correspondence. 

 

 

KGU/1/8/25 : Award Scheme Papers 1997-2000 

 

This folder contains the following papers: minutes of the sub-committee meetings; award scheme accounts 
for 31 Dec 1997; draft Award Scheme rules dated 27 Jul 1998; award applications and related 

correspondence; confirmation by Annabel Chantler of joining the Award Committee as Secretary; a ‘Thank 

You’ card from ‘Course 34’ and a postcard from Emma Fox; School of Horticulture Presentation leaflets for 

1998 and 2000.  

 

KGU/1/8/26 : Award Scheme Papers 2001-2003 

 
This folder contains an advertisement for the Award Scheme, accounts dated December 2001, July 2002 and 

December 2002, minutes for the sub-committee meetings and application papers for the March 2003 award.  

 

KGU/1/8/27 : Award Scheme Certificate Template c.1990s 

 

This document is a composite draft template for the Award Scheme presentation certificate.  

 
 

Series KGU/1/9 : Kew Guild Photographic Collection 

late 19th century - 

 

This series contains the Kew Guild’s collection of photographs which has been sub-divided into three 

categories representing official group photographs, individual portraits and more informal photographs of 
people and other events. This represents the bulk of Guild photographs but it should be noted that a few 

photos remain with other papers in the collection. Because of the large volume of photographs, item level 

details are available on an associated database and have not been included in the main catalogue. Some dates 



are annotated on photographs but may be misleading as, particularly with individuals, the Guild sometimes 

notes the date when an individual left Kew rather than the date when a particular photograph was taken. 

 

KGU/1/9/1 : Group photographs c.1880s - 

 

This sub-series contains formal photographs including staff and student groups, annual dinners and sports 
clubs.  

 

KGU/1/9/2 : Portraits c.mid 19
th

 century - 

 
This sub-series contains portrait photographs of individual Kewites. KGU/1/9/2/178 - 331 in this sub-series 

originate from the Kew Guild photograph album (KGU/1/9/5) and have been scanned. 

 

 

 

 

 
KGU/1/9/3 : Other Photographs c. late 19

th
 century - 

 

This sub-series contains photographs that do not fall into the other two categories. These include informal 
and press photographs taken at various events and pictures sent in by Kewites.  

 

 

KGU/1/9/4 : Photographic Collection – Duplicates, negatives and related papers c. late 19
th

 century - 

 

This folder contains a number of duplicates of photographs in the main collection as follows: 

 
KGU/1/9/1/2 

KGU/1/9/1/6 

KGU/1/9/1/10 (3 copies) 

KGU/1/9/1/12 
KGU/1/9/1/71 

KGU/1/9/1/72 (2 copies) 

KGU/1/9/1/88 
KGU/1/9/1/137 (2 copies) 

KGU/1/9/2/51 

KGU/1/9/2/72 
KGU/1/9/2/79 

KGU/1/9/2/88 

KGU/1/9/2/89 

KGU/1/9/2/91 
KGU/1/9/2/119 

KGU/1/9/2/167 

KGU/1/9/2/168 
KGU/1/9/2/345 

KGU/1/9/3/61 (4 copies) 

KGU/1/9/3/112 
KGU/1/9/3/113 

KGU/1/9/3/140 

 

It also contains lists of names relating to KGU/1/9/1/56 (transparency), KGU/1/9/1/59, KGU/1/9/1/94, 
KGU/1/9/1/128 and KGU/1/9/3/250-251. There are also two copies of KGU/1/9/3/88 with related 

correspondence and lists of names, a note relating to the Kew Guild bedding display KGU/1/9/3/140 & 

KGU/1/9/3/264 and correspondence relating to the deposit of photographs KGU/1/9/1/138 and 
KGU/1/9/2/354. 

 

In addition there are a number of packets containing negatives relating to: 



 

KGU/1/9/1/72, KGU/1/9/1/137, KGU/1/9/2/81-82, KGU/1/9/3/91, KGU/1/9/3/140, KGU/1/9/3/146-233, 

KGU/1/9/3/169-180 
 
KGU/1/9/5 : Kew Guild Photograph Album c.late 19

th
 - mid 20

th
 century 

 
This large and ornate album originally contained photographs from the late 19th and early 20th century. For 

conservation reasons, these photographs (KGU/1/9/2/178-331) have been removed and re-packaged but the 

album has been re-populated with surrogate copies scanned from the originals. The album is likely to have a 
mid 20th century binding but may contain earlier elements.  

 

KGU/1/9/6 : Original Photographic Index 1961-1980s 

 

This indexed volume contains the manuscript list for the original organisation of the photographic collection. 

This was compiled by S.W. Rawlings in Jan 1961 and updated in May 1972 (see notes at the back of the 

volume). A number of other entries have also been made at a later date c.1980s. The original index numbers 
have been included in the new catalogue database for reference purposes. 

 

KGU/1/9/7 : Grant of Arms and Emblems c.1990s-2000s 

 

This folder contains quality photographic reproductions with negatives of the Grant of Arms Document 

KGU/1/10/1. They are colour and black and white copies of the full document plus colour copies of a lower 

segment. In addition, there is a sheet describing the Armorial Bearings and Badge of the Guild. There are 
also a number of black and white photographs of the guild tie, scarf and badge. 

 

 

Series KGU/1/10 : Kew Guild Miscellaneous Collection  

1893 -2004 

 

This series contains a wide variety of papers and artefacts that relate to the Guild in general rather than to 

any specific officer of the committee. 

 

KGU/1/10/1 : Grant of Arms 1962 

 

This is the original parchment document, with seals, presented to the Kew Guild to record the award of a 
Grant of Arms that was approved by the Garter King of Arms in 1962. This was originally on display in the 

Kew Guild Room but has been placed into storage for conservation reasons. See also KGU/1/3/1/5. 

 

 

KGU/1/10/2 : Correspondence W.Watson and W.Thiselton-Dyer 1893-1894 

 

This is the original letter, dated Dec 1893, written by William Watson to William Thiselton-Dyer, Kew’s 
Director, proposing the creation of the Kew Guild and asking for his approval. The second letter is Thiselton-

Dyer’s reply dated 8 Apr 1893 (sic) concerning the nature of Kew’s studentship and the advantages of such 

an organisation. 
 

KGU/1/10/3 : William Dallimore’s pamphlet ‘Chronicle of an Old Kewite’ Part II c.1899 

 

This autobiographical pamphlet was reprinted from the Kew Guild Journal Volume VII No. LX  
 

KGU/1/10/4 :  Special General Meeting/War Memorial 1919. 

 
This document is an announcement by Arthur Osborn, Secretary, of a Special General Meeting to be held on 

7 Oct 1919 in order to alter the Rules of the Guild. It also contains a request for donations to the War 

Memorial Fund.  

 



KGU/1/10/5 : A.J. Brooks’ pamphlet ‘The Kew Guild’ 1962-1971 

 

This pamphlet was written by Archibald Brooks (President 1942-43) and is an introduction to the Kew Guild 
together with the Guild rules and an application for membership form. There is also an annotated copy 

containing amendments made in 1971.  

 

KGU/1/10/6 : Princess Alexandra Millennium Tree Planting 1999-2000 

 

This folder contains correspondence relating to the visit made by Princess Alexandra, patron of the Kew 

Guild, to the gardens on 6 March 2000 to perform the ceremonial planting of a tree in the Pagoda Vista to 
mark the Millennium. 

 

KGU/1/10/7 : Blank forms and stationary c.1930s – 2000s 

 

This folder contains a variety of blank forms and stationary including headed paper and envelopes, 

compliment slips, bookplates, application and subscription forms, award slips, circulars, tickets and flyers.  

 

KGU/1/10/8 : Allan Hart’s Papers c.2003-2004 

 

This folder contains papers from Allan Hart for 2003-2004 during which time he was Award Scheme 
Chairman. They cover a number of areas relating to the Guild but not to the Award Scheme itself. These 

include: Guild activities, visits and membership; journal production; attendance of Guild representatives at 

the Buckingham Palace Garden Party; biographical notes on Sandy Atkins and Jill Cowley.  
 

KGU/1/10/9 : Christmas Cards 1991-1999 

 

This folder contains four Christmas cards, three from the Patron, Princess Alexandra dated 1991, 1998 and 
1999 and one from past Secretary Winifred Worth dated 1999.  

 

KGU/1/10/10 : John Woodham’s Papers c.1986-2004 

 

This folder contains various correspondence to and from John Woodhams including some ‘News of 

Kewites’, papers relating to the nomination of individuals to committee posts and Peter Bridgeman’s lecture 
to the Mutual Improvement Society in 2003. (Accession number PrP 06-0003). 

 

KGU/1/10/11 : Unidentified print c.20
th

 century 

 
This folder contains a black and white copy of an unidentified illustration showing what appears to be the 

progress of a royal barge.  

 

KGU/1/10/12 : Presidential Boards c.1980s - 1990s 

 

These boards are on display in the Kew Guild Room, Hunter House. There are three boards listing Past 

President up to 1979 plus a main board displaying the Armorial Bearings and title. Two further boards are 
currently with the artist. 

In addition, there are two boards listing donors to the Kew Guild and the Bentham-Moxon Trust.  

 

KGU/1/10/13 : Kew Guild Badges c. mid 20
th

 century 

 

Four green and gold fabric badges carrying the original Kew Guild badge design prior to the Grant of Arms 
in 1962. Also a blue and white badge with a shield design carrying the Kew motto and the initials ‘R.B.G. 

H.C.’ (1 badge accession number KG 06-0003).  

 

 

KGU/1/10/14 : Kew Guild Woollen Scarf c.mid 20
th

 century 

 

A woollen scarf in the green and gold colours of the Kew Guild. (Accession number KG 06-0004).  



 

KGU/1/10/15 : Kew Guild Tie c.mid 20
th

 century 

 
A tie in the green and gold colours of the Kew Guild. (Accession number KG 06-0001). 

 

KGU/1/10/16 : Kew Guild Silk Scarf c.mid 20
th

 century 

 

A silk scarf in the green and gold colours of the Kew Guild. (Accession number KG 06-0001). 

 

KGU/1/10/17 : Cricket Cap c.1947 

 

This is an RBG Kew Cricket Club cap c.1947, presented to the Kew Guild by John Taylor whilst President 

of the Guild in 1994. A photograph of Mr. Taylor wearing the cap is at KGU/1/9/3/142.  
 

KGU/1/10/18 : Kew Guild Plaques c.1960s 

 

Two decorated, wooden wall plaques representing the Armorial Bearings and Badge of the Guild. These 
were made by the father of Kewites Granville and Philip Turley. (Accession number KG 06-0004). 

 



KGU/1/10/19 : Footstool c.1991 

 

This footstool was made by Dick Skelton from a piece of sweet chestnut timber provided by Kew and the 
embroidery was done by Sheila Elphick. It is carved with the dates 1858 and 1925 – the birth and death dates 

of Skelton’s Grandfather, William Watson, Curator at Kew and founder of the Kew Guild. Correspondence 

regarding this item may be found in KGU/1/3/3/14.  
 

KGU/1/10/20 : Printer’s Blocks c.1950s 

 

This set of printers blocks were included in the original photographic index and the reference numbers 
relating to that index are quoted in brackets. The blocks show: A view of Kew Lake (575); Staff Group photo 

1954 (572); A view of Queen’s Cottage (573); T.D. Maitland, President 1954/5 (571); A view of the 

arboretum (574); Two blocks of the original Guild emblems.  
 

 

KGU/1/10/21 : Index Cards c.1950s – 1990s 

 

This is a sub-series of index card collections relating to members of the Kew Guild. 

 

KGU/1/10/21/1 : Index Cards c.1950s-1970s 

 

This small group of alphabetically arranged index cards contains names, dates (probably of leaving Kew) 

and a record of subscriptions.  
 

KGU/1/10/21/2 : Index Cards c.1950s-1980s 

 
These sets of index cards (2 parts) show names, dates (probably of leaving Kew) and a record of 

subscriptions. There are alphabetical sections for current members, staff and also for non-members (this may 

refer to those whose membership had ceased). In the second box, there is also a small group of cards whose 
function is unclear and whose original order has been lost.  

 

 

KGU/1/10/21/3 : Index Cards c.late 1970s – early 1990s 

 

These ‘Personalia’ index cards were created by Martin Sands and contain names, addresses, dates of leaving 

Kew and biographical information which was kept updated from the correspondence received by the 
Membership Secretary/Journal Editor and provided a précis of the articles that were published in the Journal. 

Cards are held alphabetically with an additional section of cards marked ‘1990’. (KG 97-0001). 

 

KGU/1/10/21/4 : Index Cards c.1970s-1980s 

 

This box contains index cards of members’ names and addresses. The first set of cards is the alphabetical set 

used when the index was active. The second, unsorted, set are cards for members whose membership had 
terminated. Some of the cards are annotated with change of address details and the second set contain some 

annotations regarding the reason for membership termination.  

 

KGU/1/10/21/5 : Index Cards 1991-1995 

 

This set of cards (3 parts) provides an index to entries in the Journal including places, events and other topics 

as well as people.  
 

KGU/1/10/22 : Copperplate Stamp 20th C 

 
Coppper plate stamp representing the Coat of Arms of The Kew Guild ‘Kew Floreat’ 

 

 

KGU/2 : External Papers Donated to the Kew Guild 



 

Date Range: 1911-1940s 

 
Extent: 1 series, 21 files 

 

Creator: KGU/2/1 – William H. Barker (c.1890s – 14 Jan 1978). 

 

Administrative/Biographical History: For further biographical information on William H. Barker, see Kew 

Guild Journal Vol 9, Number 82, 1978, pp.716-717. 

 
Immediate Source of Acquisition: William H. Barker’s notebooks were offered to the Guild by his sister, 

Mrs. Fuller, and accepted at the December 1978 Committee meeting. For further correspondence regarding 

the deposit of these papers see also KGU/1/3/2/13. 

 

Scope/Content: This collection contains papers that have been deposited with the Kew Guild from external 

sources. Currently there is a single series containing the notebooks and other papers of William H. Barker. 

 
Accruals: Any papers from external sources may be added to this collection after liaison with the RBG Kew 

Archivist. 

 
System of Arrangement: Any external deposits added to this collection will be contained in discrete series. 

 

Access & Reproduction Conditions: This collection is subject to RBG Kew’s standard access and 
reproduction conditions. Access is unrestricted and by appointment but will be subject to the conditions of 

the Data Protection Act. Reproduction information is available on request.  

 

Surrogates: No surrogates available. 
 

Archivists Note: Catalogue prepared by Mandy Ingram, April 2006. Based on ISAD(G) standards. 

 

Series KGU/2/1 : W.H. Barker’s Notebooks and Other Papers c.1911-1940s 

 

This is a collection of eighteen lecture notebooks created by William H. Barker together with a small 

collection of other papers.  

 
 

KGU/2/1/1 William Barker Notebook Apr 1921-June 1922 

 
This notebook carries the title of ‘Demonstration Lectures’ and contains lecture notes dated 8 Apr 1921-6 

June 1922. The reverse of the book carries the title of ‘Lectures on Forestry by Mr. Dallimore at Kew’ and 

contains lecture notes dated 2 Dec 1921-17 Feb 1922.  
 

KGU/2/1/2 William Barker Notebook Apr-May 1921 

 

This notebook carries a title of ‘Elementary Systematic Botany Book No1 Lecturer W.B. Turrill’ and 
contains lecture notes and drawings dated 12 April-24 May 1921. 

 

KGU/2/1/3 William Barker Notebook May-June 1921 

 

This notebook carries a title of ‘Elementary Systematic Botany Book II’ and contains lecture notes and 

drawings dated 31 May-28 June 1921.  

 

KGU/2/1/4 William Barker Notebook Sep 1921-Jan 1922 

 

This notebook carries a title of ‘General Botany Book … Lecturer Mr. T.A. Sprague’ and contains lecture 
notes and drawings dated 28 Sep 1921-10 Jan 1922. 



 

KGU/2/1/5 William Barker Notebook Jan-Mar 1922 

 
This notebook carries a title of ‘General Botany Book II’ and contains lecture notes and drawings dated 11 

Jan-15 Mar 1922.  

 

KGU/2/1/6 William Barker Notebook Mar 1922 

 

This notebook carries a title of ‘General Botany Book III’ and contains lecture notes and drawings dated 21-

30 Mar 1922.  
 

KGU/2/1/7 William Barker Notebook Jan-Mar 1922 

 
This notebook carries a title of ‘Geology by Dr. Thomas’ and contains lecture notes and drawings dated 12 

Jan-10 Mar 1922. 

 

KGU/2/1/8 William Barker Notebook Apr-May 1922 

 

This notebook carries a title of ‘Economic Botany Lecturer Mr. Hillier’ and contains lecture notes and 

drawings dated 4 Apr-30 May 1922.  

 

KGU/2/1/9 William Barker Notebook June 1922 

 
This notebook carries a title of ‘Economic Botany Book II’ and contains lecture notes and drawings dated 6-

27 June 1922.  

 

KGU/2/1/10 William Barker Notebook Sep-Nov 1922 

 

This notebook carries a title of ‘Plant Pathology (Fungi)’ and contains lecture notes and drawings dated 28 

Sep-28 Nov 1922.  
 

KGU/2/1/11 William Barker Notebook Dec 1922 

 
This notebook carries a title of ‘Plant Pathology (Fungi) Book II’ and contains lecture notes and drawings 

dated 5-21 Dec 1922.  

 

KGU/2/1/12 William Barker Notebook Oct-Dec 1922 

 

This notebook carries a title of ‘Insect Pests’ and contains lecture notes and drawings dated 4 Oct-6 Dec 

1922. 
 

 

 

KGU/2/1/13 William Barker Notebook Jan-Feb 1923 

 

This notebook carries a title of ‘Advanced Systematic Botany Book I’ and contains lecture notes and 

drawings dated 3 Jan-14 Feb 1923.  
 

KGU/2/1/14 William Barker Notebook Feb-Mar 1923 

 
This notebook carries a title of ‘Advanced Systematic Botany by Mr. Wright Book II’ and contains lecture 

notes and drawings dated 20 Feb-28 Mar 1923.  

 

KGU/2/1/15 William Barker Notebook Jan-Mar 1923 

 

This notebook carries a title of ‘Soils and Manure by Mr. Crowther’ and contains lecture notes and drawings 

dated 11 Jan-1 Mar 1923.  



 

KGU/2/1/16 William Barker Notebook Mar 1923 

 
This notebook carries a title of ‘Soils and Manure Book II’ and contains lecture notes dated 8-15 Mar 1923.  

 

 

KGU/2/1/17 William Barker Notebook c.1923 

 

This notebook contains very fine and detailed drawings of microscope plates.  

 

 

KGU/2/1/18 William Barker Notebook c.1923 

 
This notebook contains rough botanical notes and drawings. 

 

KGU/2/1/19 William Barker Biographical Notes 

 
This folio contains biographical notes on Barker. The notes are undated and unsigned.  

 

KGU/2/1/20 William Barker Various Papers c.1911-1940s 

 

This set of papers relating to William Barker includes: a photograph of Barker in uniform c.1940s; an 

newspaper cutting dated 2 Dec 1911 showing Barker’s exam results; a list of soldiers from the School of 
Musketry c. Oct 1916 with an entry for Barker; An incomplete notebook of press cuttings relating to rainfall 

and fruit horticulture, particularly in Barker’s home area of County Clare c.1910s-1930s. This also includes a 

loose letter dated 12 Oct 1934 thanking Barker for providing a demonstration at a fruit farm. The signature is 

illegible.  
 

KGU/2/1/21 Amateur Gardening Magazine 6 Nov 1937 

 
Barker’s collection includes this copy of Amateur Gardening, reflecting his interest in horticulture.  

 

 

 

 
 


