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Minutes of the meeting of the Kew Guild CIO 

Registered Charity number 1174033 

 

The Kew Guild Annual General Meeting  

Meeting held on Saturday 7th September 2019  

in The Jodrell Lecture Theatre, RBG Kew, at 2pm 
 

Document Title: CIO Minutes of the 2019 AGM Final.doc 

Minutes taken by: Wendy Staniforth (standing in for Sara Arnold) 

Approved by: PS, DS, SH, TO, JG 

 

Attendance: Trustees 

Peter Styles (President) 

David Simpson (President Elect) 

Jean Griffin (Immediate Past President) 

Chris Kidd (Award Scheme Chairman) 

Stewart Henchie 

Graham Heywood 

Tony Overland 

 

 

Committee: 

Sparkle Ward (Editor) 

Richard Ward (Assistant Editor) 

Janette Ames (Archivist) 

 

 

 

 

Members:  

Jenny Edmonds 

Mike Fitt 

John Gaggini 

Harvey Groffman 

Judy Hancock 

David Hardman 

Pamela Holt 

Bob Ivison 

Colin Jones 

Jill Marsden 

Jim Mitchell 

Brendan Mowforth 

Leo Pemberton 

Sylvia Phillips 

Brian Pitcher 

Veronica Priestley 

Marcus Radsheit 

Martin Sands 

Martin Staniforth  

Harvey Stephens 

David Taber 

Mike Wilkinson 

Tom Wood 

Joan Woodhams 

 

 

Guests:  

David Edmonds 

Jan Overland 

Brian Phillips 

Wendy Staniforth 

Liz Styles 

Chantal Taber 

Davina Wood 
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CIO 2019-20.001 Welcome by the President 

The President welcomed everyone to the second Annual General Meeting of the Kew Guild CIO.  

CIO 2019-20.002 Apologies for absence 

Trustees:  

Alan Stuttard, Tim Upson (he will be attending the European Garden Heritage awards at which the RHS has 

been nominated). 

 

Committee: 

Sara Arnold (Consultant Secretary), Linda Baharier (Voluntary Treasurer), David Cutler (Kew Guild Medal), 

Silke Strickrodt (Student representative). 

 

Members: 

Sonya Abraham 

Mike Clift 

Blaise Cooke 

Raymond Evison 

Tricia Fisher 

Hugh Flower 

Jenny Grundy  

Allan Hart 

Joan Hart 

Carol Hart 

Stan Hitt 

Bryan Howard 

Mike Griffin 

John Isaac 

Reg Leach 

Trevor Matthews 

David Morgan 

Simon Owens 

Anna Pavord 

Rod and Jean Peach 

Jonathan Rickards 

 
 

The President opened the meeting at 2.05pm. There were seven Trustees and 26 voting members present at 

the meeting.  

 

CIO 2019-20.003 Notice of death of members 

Members who passed during the 2018-19 Guild year are:  

Robert Adams, Ian Beyer, Andrew Barnes, David Frodin, Esme McCulloch, Hans Overeynder, Valentine 

Tynan and Geffrey Wood (who was not a member but worked at Kew). Members present stood for a 

minute’s silence in honour of those passed.  

 

CIO 2019-20.03a  Minutes of the previous AGM 

These have been sent out to members earlier in the year prior to their appearance in the journal as requested 

by Allan Hart. This would continue to take place in the future. 

There were no matters arising from the minutes that would not be dealt with later in the meeting.  

Proposed: Leo Pemberton  

Seconded: Tom Wood 

There were no objections or abstentions. 

Decision: Report approved 

In the absence of the Secretary, the Minutes of the 2018 AGM will be signed at the October 2019 meeting 

for the official records. 

 

CIO 2019-20.004 Consultant Secretary’s report – Sara Arnold 

The president explained that Sara would be unable to attend the meeting due to transport problems whilst on 

her way. Sara’s report had been sent prior to the meeting. 

The Kew Guild CIO met five times during 2018-19. Meetings were well attended, and the meetings were 

quorate in accordance with the new CIO (three or one quarter of trustees).  
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It has been a privilege to work with Peter, and we have really moved forward with the handbook, copies of 

which will be available at the meeting.  

Meeting dates (confirmed with the availability of main officers and the Guild room) for the new committee: 

Monday 7th October, Wednesday 11th December, Wednesday 19th February 2020, Thursday 23rd April and 

Thursday 23rd July.  

Proposed: Colin Jones 

Seconded: Graham Heywood 

There were no objections or abstentions. 

Decision: Report approved 

 

CIO 2019-20.005 Volunteer Treasurer’s report – Linda Baharier 

Linda has been in hospital but from her bed has been busy preparing the accounts for signature at the prior 

meeting of the Trustees of the old Guild for presentation at the CIO AGM.  

Proposed: Pamela Holt 

Seconded: Graham Heywood 

 

CIO 2019-20.006 Acting Membership Secretary’s report – Sara Arnold 

Membership as at 27th August 2019 

Membership Type 2019 2018 2017 

Standard Kew Staff 40 35 40 

Other 240 219 224 

Kew Students 37 35 37 

Library 1 1 1 

Life 1 2 3 

Honorary Fellows 17 16 17 

Members 3 1 3 

Total 339 309 325 

 
We do have a possible new Membership Secretary but this has not been finalised yet.  

 

• New standard members 2018 – 2019  

Staff: 5; Other: 21 

• Returning lapsed members – 3 

Antony O’Rourke, Julie Risely, Harvey Stephens 

• Honorary Fellows – 17 

• Resignations – 1 

• Life Members 

1 current life member:  Eric Grant, Windsor, at Kew 1947 – 1948 

• Students – 11 

Orla Elliston, Owen Griffiths, Michael Leach, Luigi Leoni, Fionnuala McDermott, Mira Nubold, 

Charles Shi, Ignacio Silva de La Iglesia, Matthias Spall, Tim Stafford, Silke Strickrodt.   

• Deaths 

Seven deaths, as already stated. 

 
Proposed: Stuart Henchie 

Seconded: Martin Sands 
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There were no objections or abstentions. 

Decision: Report approved 

 

CIO 2019-20.007 Events Co-ordinator’s  report – Brian Phillips 

There were four events in the year, plus the Annual Dinner. While the Colesbourne Park visit was popular 

the responses for the two weekend trips in June and July were exceedingly disappointing. To make both 

visits financially viable local friends had to be invited to top up the numbers. 

The unfortunate effect of this lack of interest may influence any members who are considering organising an 

event in 2020. In all cases the break-even cost point had been set with fairly low numbers e.g. if maximum 

was 20 then break-even would be set at typically 16. 

Online banking became available in the year which meant that Linda and I could rapidly check incoming 

payments. Similarly, payment of the organiser’s expenses was now very rapid. 

Overall the Events showed a surplus of £138 which has been added to the Guild’s funds. 

Events (actual) 

Colesbourne Park, 16th February – led by Alan Stuttard 

Snowdrop Garden, 26 attended – very good response. Financial surplus £34 

Rockcliffe and Highgrove, 11th – 12th April – led by Peter Styles 

The event was only published on the web site and not via CIVI to the email list. It was a bit of a struggle 

getting the numbers. From the committee and via word of mouth, the numbers eventually reached: 

Rockcliffe – 20, Highgrove - 24. Financial surplus £19. 

Gardens of South Hertfordshire, 8th – 9th June – led by Bob Ivison 

By end of March only 8 had registered. Bob arranged to invite friends to make the events viable. Two 

reminders were sent out via CIVI which resulted in more members joining. Attendance was: Saturday - 27 of 

which 5 were friends, Sunday - 25 of which 7 were friends. Financial surplus £34. 

Down House, Ashdown Forest and Millennium Seed Bank, 6th – 7th July – led by Sylvia and Brian 

Phillips. Again a slow response. After sending reminders the events became financially viable. Attendance 

was: Down House and Ashdown Forest – 19, Millennium Seedbank – 15, of which 2 were friends. Financial 

surplus £51 (high figure due to Down House insisting their maths was right – it was not!) 

Future of Events 

As stated in the Summary the response to Events has been very varied, but on the whole poor. We have tried 

to make the flyers advertising each event as exciting as possible, but that has still not attracted members. 

Most of the Events, to my non-botanical, non-horticultural mind, have sounded attractive and varied. Those 

who took part have without exception praised the organiser and the variety and interest in the Events. 

Which leaves unanswered - what future for Events in 2020? 

 

The president mentioned that Martin Staniforth had assisted with the organisation of the Highgrove visit. 

Tony Overland felt that attendance numbers were typical of previous years and asked if any surplus funds 

were being put into the main Guild account or being kept separate in case of future losses. The president felt 

sure that any surplus went into a separate account but this would be confirmed with the treasurer. 

Proposed: Leo Pemberton 

Seconded: David Simpson  

There were no objections or abstentions. 

Decision: Approved 
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CIO 2019-20.008 Editor’s report – Sparkle Ward 

The Events of 2018 Journal was published in time for the Kew Guild Dinner on 22nd May 2019, at £4,485 

(including book proofs) for 500 Journals including printing and Editors fee, plus extra costs for envelopes 

and postage. There were 12 extra pages. The cost of the 2016 Journal comparatively was £4,220 and the 

2017 Journal £4,440.  

Thanks are given to contributors and others for their voluntary input, including Alex George for Botanical 

proof reading, Graham Burgess for Obituaries, Pamela Holt for News of Kewites and also to Sara Arnold as 

Secretary. 

Myself, Richard Ward, Sylvia Phillips and David Simpson recently sorted and updated the Journal stock in 

the Guild Room - we now have at least 10 copies of each Journal from the last 5 years, and 3 from each year 

previously (where available).  

I invite Guild Members to make suggestions for the cover of the Events of 2019 Journal to me by 30th 

December 2019. Please could Guild Members send in their News of 2019 and if you have any ideas for 

articles please get in touch in advance to agree/secure space. 

Pam Holt asked if the journal had to remain the same size or if extra pages could be added. Sparkle explained 

that the journal usually consisted of 116 pages and if more were required then the committee was asked for 

approval. Additional pages had to be purchased in multiples of 8 or 12. 

Pam asked if it would be possible to print pictures larger as some were very difficult to see. Sparkle said that 

due to the software used images could only be inserted into the text at the last minute as text did not 

automatically move around and this was very time consuming to do by hand. She usually knew by December 

the amount of copy which was going to be received but there were occasional submissions after Christmas. 

80% of the journal consisted of required information such as minutes and reports but it may be possible to 

make images larger in some cases. 

Jean Griffith thanks Sparkle for all of her effort and there was a round of applause. 

Proposed: Judy Hancock 

Seconded: Graham Heywood 

There were no objections or abstentions. 

Decision: Approved 

 

CIO 2019-20.009 Award Scheme report – Chris Kidd 

The KGAS met on Thursday 7th March 2019 at 4pm and Thursday 11th July 2019 at 4pm to consider 

applications for awards and the nomination for the Honorary Fellowship.  

Present in March were Chris Kidd (Chairperson and acting Secretary), Allan Hart, Gillian Leese, Rebecca 

Lane (student), Silke Strickrodt (student) and Jean Griffin (Past President of the Kew Guild - observing) 

Apologies from: Marcella Corcoran (secretary), Susyn Andrews, David Hardman, David Simpson, Sal 

Demain and Peter Styles. 

Present in July were Chris Kidd (Chairman), Vanessa Barber (Secretary) Marcella Corcoran, Allan Hart, 

Peter Styles (President) David Simpson (President elect), Susyn Andrews, Gillian Leese, Rebecca Lane, 

Silke Strickrodt, Sal Demain, Richard Wilford 

Apologies from Linda Baharier, David Hardman. 

Awards 

A total of £13,012 from the five named Funds and General Funds was available at the meeting to be made as 

awards. Eight applications had been made, all were successful after individual discussion.   

Andrew Luke, Research and collection in Vietnam, Awarded £900 from Redman Fund 

Richard Baines, Research and collection in Vietnam, Awarded £900 from Redman Fund 

Faye Adams, Study tour in Armenia, Awarded £688 total, £500 from Leese, balance of £188 from General 

Funds 

Katarzyna Babel, Study tour in Korea, Awarded £1153 from Dallimore Fund 
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Maud Verstappen, Study tour and research Armenia, Awarded £750 from Dallimore Fund 

Orla Elliston, Study tour and research Armenia, Awarded £750 from Dallimore Fund 

Olwen Grace, Study tour Kenya, Awarded £592 from General Funds 

Steven Robinson, Purchase moth trapping equipment, Awarded £462.50 from General Fund 

Of a total fund availability of £13,012 for 2019, £6,195.50 was awarded. 

 

Award Withdrawal 

Following the awards being made, one awardee honourably notified the Chair that the purpose of their award 

had significantly changed. The award (£750) was consequently withdrawn. The value of the award was 

therefore available alongside the remainder of funds (£6816.50) from the March meeting. 

Fellowship of the Kew Guild 

One Honorary Fellow's Nomination was received, made by Allan Hart. After discussion the committee 

decided to support the nomination. It was felt that Tim O’Hare offered a strong knowledge and experience 

beyond the regular membership of the Kew Guild and had potential for the furtherance of the Kew Guild’s 

aims.  

The Awards Committee thereby proposed to the President and informed the Trustees that Tim 

O’Hare to be elected as Fellow of the Kew Guild. 

The president was pleased to report that Tim O’Hare has accepted and will attend the annual dinner 

in 2020 to accept the award formally. 

Awards – JULY 

A total of £7566.50 from the named Funds and General Funds was available at the meeting to be made as 

awards. Four applications had been made, all were successful after individual discussion.   

Shahina Ghazanfar, Herbarium visit for Flora of Iraq/Austria/7 days, Awarded £800 from Turner Fund 

Felix Merklinger, Study the genus Eulychnia/Chile/4 weeks, Awarded £1427 total. £1352 from General 

Funds and £75 from Redman Fund.   

Orla Elliston, Study tour and research Georgia, Awarded £750 from Dallimore Fund 

Ana Oliviera, Bullfinch conservation/Azores/4 weeks, Awarded £2000 total. £500 from Ian Leese Fund, 

£602 from Arnold Fund, £498 from Redman Fund. 

Of a total fund availability of £7566.50 for July 2019, £4577 was awarded, leaving £2989.50 remaining. 

George Brown Memorial Award  

One nomination was received from Allan Hart for the George Brown Memorial Award, this nomination will 

be discussed at the March meeting in 2020. Award to be made at Kew Guild dinner 2020. 

Chris mentioned that Vanessa Barber had agreed to take over as secretary from Marcella Corcoran. 

Tim O’Hare, the recipient of the Fellowship of the Kew Guild, had publicising his award in the landscape 

press so gaining the guild valuable coverage. 

Richard Ward asked whether the committee were happy with the number of award applicants. Chris said that 

he would delighted to give away all of the money each year if there were sufficient applicants and he hoped 

to be able to grow the awards with wider publicity. Some awards were very specific and could not always be 

awarded as projects did not meet the required criteria. It was felt that there had been a wider amount of 

applicants outside of the student body were was encouraging. 

Bob Ivison would be pursuing local schools and Tony Overland was looking at ways of working with school 

students to facilitate their career paths. These new initiatives would be looked at in the New Year. 

Proposed: Martin Sands  

Seconded: Bob Evison 

There were no objections or abstentions. 

Decision: Approved 
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CIO 2019-20.010 President’s report – Peter Styles 

This has been our first full year of the new CIO. Building on the enormous work and commitment of our 

previous Presidents and Advisors we are now in a very robust position and we able to move forward with 

new vigour and initiatives. There are many of my predecessors to thank for this but, in particular, Jen Alsop, 

who has given her time with such generosity for which I am eternally grateful. Jean Griffin handed over to 

me last September a structure that enabled me to maintain our important aims but operate in a legal and 

efficient manner. Thank you Jean! 

Our metamorphoses therefore to the new CIO are now almost complete with just a few administration 

matters to deal with in relation to the Deed of Appointment. Although it may not be too evident that your 

Guild has changed very much in the last year there has been much behind the scenes activity from the 

Trustees.  

The services of our Charity Lawyer Tom Pratt have also been retained to provide us with the last few bits of 

charity law advice. Tom has now confirmed that The Charity Commission has now received the new 

Constitution (as amended September 2018) and has updated their records to the register. The Commission 

has also agreed to retain the Old Guild as a shell charity on the register to enable us to administer our 

legacies until such time that they can be transferred to our new CIO.  

Awards and Grants 

This is one of our key objectives and as you will have seen from the Awards Scheme committee report, that 

under the chair ship of Chris Kidd, we have awarded a total of £6,195.50 to eight successful applications 

from an available total of £13,012.00.  

You will have read in my previous newsletter that we are proposing a new grant award to schools which we 

will trialling shortly this year. This will be a fine example of the way in which the Guild is extending its 

charitable activities in line with our new constitution. Tony Overland has agreed to pursue this new initiative 

on our behalf with the help of a sub-committee. We are also looking at a joint ‘master class’ initiative with 

the Royal Parks and Kew Gardens. This is an initiative suggested by our Honorary Fellow Mike Fit. Details 

will be announced to the membership in due course. 

The George Brown Memorial Award this year will be awarded to Chris Kidd for his unstinting commitment 

to the Awards Committee. Chris will receive the well-earned Award at our next Annul Dinner.  

The Kew Gold Medal this year was awarded to Laurie Olin, the international landscape architect. Laurie was 

unable to accept the medal at our Dinner, but it is hoped that he can receive the medal at a special 

presentation when he next visits the UK from the States. After many years of service to the Kew Medal, 

David Cutler will be stepping this year down from his position as KGM organiser. A huge thanks you to 

David for his time over the years and we will ensure that the KGM continues as one of our important awards. 

David would like to receive medal nominations for next year. 

Membership and Subscriptions  

The membership for 2019 is a total of 339 members which is very encouraging. New applications were 

received from Guild members wishing to re-join, Kew Students and individuals from outside of Kew. We are 

slowly rebuilding our membership base after losing some members from the subscription changes in 2016. 

Our new membership form has undergone changes and we now have a form which we are all happy with and 

comply with the Charity Commission requirements. The Trustees are assessing all new applications very 

carefully to ensure that the aims and objectives of the Guild are maintained to the highest standards and in 

line with our new constitution.  

The membership fees remain fixed for 2019 but we may need to consider a small increase next year to keep 

abreast of inflation and avoid the large increase seen in previous years.  

Events 2019 

My thanks to Brian Phillips for the enormous amount of time he spent co coordinating the programme of 

four successful events for year, starting in February with a very well attended Snowdrop extravaganza at 

Colesbourne Park, organized by Alan and Di Stuttard, and finishing in June with a ‘behind the scenes tour of 

the Millennium Seed bank at Wakehurst and a trip to Ashdown Forest where we experienced amongst other 

things the birth place of ‘Winnie the Pooh’! Well organized by Brian and Sylvia Phillips. 
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In April we visited the Rockcliffe and Highgrove gardens where we were shown around by Their Royal 

Highnesses head gardener Debs Goodenough and the Rockcliffe owner, Emma Keswick. We were privileged 

to have a behind the scenes tour of Highgrove. Thanks to Martin Staniforth for the Rockcliffe event. 

June saw us in some fine Hertfordshire Gardens. A superb weekend organized by Bob Ivison and where we 

visited three wonderful gardens and estates and enjoyed a well-attended dinner at the Pied Bull. 

We often worry about the numbers of members and guests attending these events, but I can say that 20 -25 is 

an achievable number and certainly this year, despite a few minor glitches, these numbers have been 

achieved. The finance arrangements for these events is much more efficient with our new BACS system in 

place.  

We are currently looking at the 2019-2020 programme new so suggestions please to David Simpson our 

President Elect.  

In May we held our very successful Annual Dinner at Cambridge Cottage. Based on the ‘lighter’ format of 

the previous year the meal was magnificently organised by Tony Overland with Jean Griffin as our ‘Mistress 

of Events’. The Diploma Students organised a wonderful raffle with nearly 50 prizes. Our guest speaker was 

Helen Tranter Vice President of the Landscape Institute who talked about the collaborative work of the 

Institute.  

Many remarked that it was one of the best dinners that they had attended for a long time so my personal 

thanks to all those who contributed to make this event so special. Tony has kindly agreed to organize our 

next Annual Year on Thursday 21 May 2020 at Cambridge Cottage, Kew and we all look forward to another 

successful dinner. 

Reports and details of all events, together with photographs, can be viewed on the website.  

Kew Diploma Students 

We have a good relationship with the students and Jean Griffin continues to provide invaluable support at the 

Kew Mutual Society events. We are working towards a closer relationship with the School of Horticulture as 

many of the students may become future members. As your President I attended the Directors lunch at the 

Diploma students prize giving and graduation event yesterday. I will also be presenting, with David 

Simpson, to the new cohort of Kew Diploma and KSC students on the 23 September. 

It has been a great honour for me to be your President this year and I wish David Simpson every success in 

continuing the work of The Guild and its new initiatives. Finally I would like to thank my fellow Trustees 

and Committee members, together with a special thank you to Sara Arnold and Linda Baharier for their 

terrific support over the year. 

Archives 

The Archivist report is not part of CIO AGM proceedings, but we have a new Archivist, Janette Ames, who 

has done a great job in the short time she has been with us, carrying on the splendid work of Astrid Purton 

who was not able to continue in the post. Janette’s annual report is below:  

Since taking up the post of archivist liaison officer earlier this year, I have completed the first tranche of the 

photograph conservation project which involves repackaging the photographs in archival presentation 

binders. This will ensure easier handling and long-lasting protection for the photographs which date from the 

late 19th Century and are very popular with researchers. Using the photos and other information in the 

archive we were able to assist Swansea Botanical Gardens in their research for their centenary celebrations. 

More about this on a blog I have written for the Guild website. 

Photographs are now received almost exclusively in digital format which presents a different set of 

challenges for the archive. I am working with Sparkle Ward and Kew Gardens Archive to achieve the best 

way of documenting and transferring them for digital preservation. As many of the photographs for the 

Journal now come to Sparkle in digital version, a new online copyright submission form has been proposed 

for ease of text and photograph submission by members. It is currently under consideration in relation to 

costs. 

Although the Guild Archive holds the records of the business of the Guild, any other personal papers of 

historical value connected to members’ time at Kew are welcomed if they are happy to donate these. It is 

important to note though that once information is legally transferred to Kew, this information will be 

available for public view in the Archive. 
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Thank you to everyone on the committee who has supported me in my new role, especially Sara Arnold, 

Stewart Henchie, Sparkle Ward and Richard Ward. 

Proposed: Richard Ward 

Seconded: John Gaggini 

There were no objections or abstentions. 

Decision: Approved 

 

CIO 2019-20.011 Result of Prize Day 

The president reported that it had been a good day with excellent speakers and the director had mentioned in 

his speech the relationship of Kew students around the world. 

Notably, one of our active Student Representatives, Sal Demain, gained the following 8 prizes: The Matilda 

Smith Memorial Prize (Kew Guild sponsored), The George Conrad Johnson Memorial Prize, The Fred 

Larkbey Cup, The F. Nigel Hepper Cup, The Worshipful Company of Gardeners’ Prize, the Kew Gardener 

Prize, the Donald Dring and Gilbert Memorial Prize and The Squares Garden Centre Prize.  

Kew Guild sponsored awards 

The George Brown Prize – Tristan Agates 

The Kew Guild Individual Study Prize – Tristan Agates 

The CP Rafill Prize – Alison Leg and Andrea Topalovic Arthan 

The Dummer Memorial Prize – Tristan Agates 

The Kew Guild Cup – Richard Choksey 

The final year students had made a film of their year at Kew which will be shown at the end of the meeting. 

PS commented that it was very encouraging to see the students enthusiasm and noted the Guilds 

contribution. 

 

CIO 2019-20.012 Annual subscription rates 

Subscription rates will remain at £27 for Ordinary Members and £15 for Students. 

David Taylor mentioned that as the Guild was now a charity, members could deduct their subscription from 

their accounts. 

Tony Overland said that it was hoped that the Guild would be able to sign up to GoCardless for direct debit 

collection; this would remove the need for standing orders. 

The president mentioned that there would have to be a consideration of a possible small subscription increase 

in 2020 to avoid the need for larger rises as the previous one had cost the Guild over 100 members. 

Proposed: Jean Griffin 

Seconded: David Simpson 

There were no objections or abstentions. 

Decision: Approved 

 

CIO 2019-20.013 Retiring Trustees  

Our Constitution requires us to replace Trustees every year on a three-year rota, but this year is a 

little more difficult as all Trustees commenced in 2018. 

Trustees have all agreed to stay on for another year, apart from Tim Upson, who has stepped down due to his 

RHS commitments. We therefore have one position to fill this year from nominations received 

from members at the AGM. Our byelaws allow us to nominate, vote and appoint new Trustees at the AGM 

but not positions of President or Vice President- these positions are discussed and agreed by Trustees 

at Board meetings.  

Therefore I propose the following: 

Retire AGM 2020 
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Stewart Henchie, Alan Stuttard, Graham Heywood, 

Retire AGM 2021  

Jean Griffin, Tony Overland, Peter Styles 

Retire AGM 2022 

David Stimpson, Chris Kidd, TBA (2019 appointment) 

Of course, we can reappoint Trustees or Trustees can resign but we will need to appoint new members to 

provide enough nominations for the ongoing President and Vice President positions. 

Proposed: to accept all nominations: David Simpson 

Seconded: Martin Sands 

CIO 2019-20.014 Nomination of Trustees 

Sara Arnold has not received any nominations from the general membership for trustees for the year 2019-20 

– the nomination forms were posted out with the Notice of AGM, although one of our newest members, 

Sonya Abraham (of Imperial College with an interest in clinical pharmacology and the use of plants in 

medicine) has expressed an interest in what the role involves.  

There has been one formal nomination of Harvey Stephens. Sara Arnold to do relevant checks and report 

back. 

Chris Kidd nominated Robert Brett, curator of RHS Garden, Hyde Hall. 

The president said that following discussions Richard Barley, Director of Horticulture, Learning and 

Operations at Kew had also agreed to stand. This would be a very good nomination as it would cement the 

relationship between the Guild and Kew which had been lost in the latter years. 

Proposed (subject to relevant checks): Peter Styles   Seconded: Chris Kidd 

The proposals were carried unanimously by the floor. 

 

CIO 2019-20.015  Election of Officers 

With our new CIO Byelaws we do not require President/Vice President nominations to be agreed by the 

membership at the AGM, it is a matter for the Trustees.  

The committee for 2019-20 is as follows: 

President .............................................................. David Simpson (from President Elect) 

Vice President ..................................................... Graham Heywood 

President Elect .................................................... Chris Kidd 

Immediate Past President .................................... Peter Styles 

Hon. Treasurer .................................................... Vacant 

Voluntary Treasurer ............................................ Linda Baharier 

Hon. Secretary ..................................................... Vacant 

Consultant Secretary ........................................... Sara Arnold 

Hon. Journal Editor ............................................. Vacant 

Editor................................................................... Sparkle Ward 

Hon. Membership Secretary ............................... Vacant 

Acting Membership Secretary ............................ Sara Arnold 

Archives Officer .................................................. Janette Ames 

Kew Gardens Representative .............................. Vacant 
 

Proposed: Leo Pemberton  

Seconded: Tony Overland 

There were no objections or abstentions. 

Decision: Approved 

Richard Ward commented that there were only 3 ex-Kewites on the list, all the rest were outsiders. Richard 

asked whether it was too much for members to find some time to serve on their committee. 
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Sylvia Phillips mentioned that the membership database was too complicated and this was putting off 

perspective membership secretaries. It does not contain all of the members and there are currently 36 

members without email addresses. It was agreed to look into possible alternatives. 

Harvey Stephens commented that membership had risen by almost 10% in the last year and he wondered 

whether there was a reason. It was explained that the membership had been much larger but the increase in 

subscription had caused many to resign and it was hoped that this trend was now on the way up again. 

However, a membership secretary was needed to manage the members. 

 

CIO 2019-20.15a Any Other Business 

Martin Sands mentioned that Pat Halliday had died during 2019. Although Pat had not been a Guild member, 

she had worked in the herbarium from the 1940’s and would have been known by many Kewites. 

Leo Pemberton commented that the speaker at Prize Day, Alan Lewis, had mentioned being mentored during 

his time at Shropshire Parks Department by Bryan Howard. Leo said that unless members took an interest in 

youngsters the Guild would lose numbers and eventually fade away. It was suggested that an alumni be 

created. Chris Kidd said that he had been in discussion with Richard Barley concerning an alumni and it had 

been pointed out that the Kew Guild was already set up. The Guild needed to play a stronger role in 

developing people coming into Kew in the future and this would be discussed further at subsequent 

committee meetings. 

 

CIO 2019-20.016 Inauguration of new President 

Peter Styles invited David Simpson to the podium and presented him with the Presidents Ribbon. 

The new President, David Simpson thanked Peter Styles for his service and presented him with the Past 

President’s medal.The members gave a round of applause. 

David said that he was honoured to become President and told members that he had been a member of the 

Herbarium Staff from 1985 for 30 years. He thanked members for their nomination of him and said that he 

was looking forward to working with the Trustees. He gave a short power point presentation outlining some 

of the goals for the next year together with details of the proposed event to Southern Ireland.  

Members were told that any questions they might have could be directed to Sara Arnold or straight to David 

himself. 

 

CIO 2019-20.017  Date of next Annual General Meeting 

Saturday 5th September 2020, venue to be confirmed.  

 

 

Signed by 

 

 

 

Date 


